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A post-holiday surge has driven total Andover COVID cases over 400 
(about 17% of our population) as of late January, with a new record 

high of 31 daily cases on January 7. Recent state fi gures say about 62% of 
Andover residents have received at least one dose of vaccine. See article 
on page 2 for information about free COVID tests available locally.

COVID-19 Cases in AndoverCOVID-19 Cases in Andover

The American Legion Crosby/Gilbert Post 101 of Andover provided annu-
al Christmas Food Boxes for veterans in need within the area. Each box 

contained food items for a complete dinner. Legion members are: Lloyd 
Perreault, Ron Evans, and Don Clendenen. Thanks to Judy Perreault, who 
assisted in shopping and decorating the boxes. Also, thanks to Christine 
Frost of AE/MS, who arranged for delivery of the boxes. 
 Caption: Lloyd Perreault. Photo: Christine Frost

Three prizes include a 
seasoned cord, delivered
Larry Chase
Andover Community Hub

The Andover Community Hub is 
launching three internet-based raffl  es 
to bring some life to the dead of New 
Hampshire winter for the participants, 

bring some support to the Hub itself, 
and acknowledge the generosity of the 
raffl  e-item donors.

Raffl  e tickets are $10 each or three 
for $20. They can be purchased via your 
cell phone or home computer using the 
simple instructions below.

But fi rst, here are the items:
• One cord of seasoned fi rewood, 

valued at $350, delivered within the lo-
cal area, and contributed by Andover’s 
Chris Caron

• Two heavy-duty snow tubes, large 
enough for adults as well as children, 
perfect for easy downhill coasting, val-
ued at around $100, contributed by a 

Hub committee member
• A collection of locally-produced 

gift items, valued at about $350, con-
tributed by a variety of local businesses 
and individuals.

Here’s how you can participate:
1. Use your cell phone to scan the 

QR code shown here or visit Andover-
CommunityHub.BetterWorld.org.

2. Click on the raffl  e item(s) 
for which you would like to 
purchase tickets.

3. Select how many tickets 
you would like to purchase, and 
enter your payment and contact 
information. A receipt of the 
transaction will be sent to your 
email address.

Enter to win one or all three 
raffl  es if you choose! Ticket 
sales will close on Friday, Feb-
ruary 11, at 8 AM.

The winners will be randomly drawn 
on Friday, February 11, and emailed to 
arrange for delivery or pickup.

The raffl  e will be overseen by the 
Development Committee and Pro-

gramming and 
Events Com-
mittee of the 
Hub using 
software sup-
plied by Better-
World, a non-
profi t supplier 
of fundraising 
tools to other 
nonprofi ts. 

Online Raffl  e Supports the Hub, 
Helps Liven Up the Dead of Winter

Chris Caron of Andover donated a cord of 
seasoned fi rewood for the Hub’s online raf-
fl e.  Photo: Larry Chase

Scan this QR code 
before Friday, Febru-
ary 11 to enter the 
Hub’s raffl e.

Proposed School Budget Increase 
Considers Impact on Taxpayers

Reduced state funding 
presents challenges
Aimee Menard
Chair, Andover School Board

The Andover School Board and the 
administration at SAU 46 have been 
collaborating to craft a budget to bring 
forward that eff ectively meets the needs 
of Andover students while being mind-
ful of the impact on the taxpayer’s wal-
let.

The 2022-2023 proposed budget 
is $6,333,987. This is an increase of 
$121,580, or 1.96% from the 2021-2022 
total approved budget of $6,212,407. 
Determining this proposed number did 
not come without challenges. This ar-

ticle will help to overview those chal-
lenges.

Challenging cost drivers in person-
nel expenses, tuition, and transportation 
headlined much of the conversation.

Each year in the fall, the district re-
ceives the annual “not to exceed” per-
centage from our health care provider. 
This percentage is based on the previ-
ous year’s program usage. We have 
seen percentages anywhere from 3.7% 
to 10% in previous years; however, this 
year we were provided our highest in-
crease at 12.2%.

Throughout the budget, you will see 
this percentage budgeted in each of the 
function’s health and dental benefi ts 

See School Budget  on page 2

Planning Board Holds Hearings 
on Conservation Subdivision Rules
Full wording 
will be available soon
Ken Wells, Andover Planning Board

The Andover Planning Board has 
continued its work on drafting a new 
Conservation Subdivision ordinance. 
A Conservation Subdivision is an alter-

native form of residential development 
where, instead of subdividing a parent 
tract into lots of conventional size (i.e. 
two acres), a similar number of dwell-
ing units are arranged on lots or home-
stead sites of reduced dimensions, with 
the remaining area of the parent tract 

See Subdivision  on page 2

#ImInTheBeacon
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Free antigen tests available 
at COVIDtests.gov
Beacon staff

Free at-home PCR test kits to detect 
COVID-19 infections are now available 
to the community. AE/MS is a com-
munity distribution point for these test 
kits, off ered by Vault Medical Services 
(VMS). Tests are available while sup-
plies last. Samples must be sent back to 
VMS; results will be returned via email 
or phone within 48 hours.

Call AE/MS School Nurse Christine 

Frost at 603 735-5500, Monday through 
Friday, 7:30 AM to 3:00 PM, to arrange 
to pick up tests for your household.
Self-Tests for COVID

In addition, each US household can 
now receive by mail four free CO-
VID-19 at-home tests. These tests are 
rapid antigen or “self” tests, which can 
be taken anywhere and give results 
within 30 minutes. 

Visit COVIDtests.gov to order four 
free antigen tests to be mailed to your 
household.  

Free COVID PCR Test Kits 
Available to Public at AE/MS lines. Overall, this is an increase of 

$51,082.
Also included in this proposed bud-

get are the voter-approved Collective 
Bargaining Agreements with the AE/
MS unions. Year Two of the Andover 
Education Association contract is 
$45,231, and Year Three of the Andover 
Education Support Staff  contract is 
$10,815.

AE/MS has another large eighth 
grade class that will be moving on to 
the Merrimack Valley High School. 
We do expect some of the students will 
attend high school elsewhere, but this 
budget plans for 87 students at $14,000 
each to attend high school in Penacook.

The Transportation section of the 
budget will see an increase in both reg-
ular and special transportation costs. In 
2022-2023, the district will be in year 
three of the fi ve-year contract for stu-
dent transportation with First Student. 
This contract increases annually. The 
increase in special education transpor-
tation costs is based on the need as we 
know it now.

As we move (hopefully!) toward the 
end of this pandemic, the district is see-
ing increased need to provide critical 
instruction in regard to health educa-
tion. Good nutritional, physical, emo-
tional, and mental health are crucial to 
our student body. This budget proposes 

bringing the Physical Education teacher 
from 80% (four days a week) to 100%. 
This extra day will allow this teacher to 
work at each grade level to talk about 
and to reach new, exciting, and motivat-
ing healthy goals.

Understanding and appreciating our 
responsibility to the taxpayers, I’d like to 
point out these increases combined are 
greater than the actual increase to the 
proposed budget. Through thoughtful 
conversations, this budget takes advan-
tage of incoming grant funds, the inter-
est payment for debt service lowering 
annually, and savings that we expect to 
see from snow removal now being han-
dled by our AE/MS facilities crew.

We continue to see less and less 
school funding aid from the State, but 
we remain committed to bringing for-
ward a lean, reasonable, and fair budget 
to the taxpayers of Andover.

The Andover School Board is pro-
posing a separate warrant article for 
$40,000 to be drawn from the 2021-
2022 unassigned fund balance to be 
transferred to the Building Mainte-
nance Expendable Trust. Andover vot-
ers have approved two previous trans-
fers of $30,000 each to be set aside in 
the trust for eventual replacement of the 
AE/MS boiler. These additional funds 
in the trust will position the district to 
be proactive instead of reactive should 
the need for replacement of the boiler 
be imminent. 

School Budget  from page 1

permanently protected as designated 
open space.

Two public hearings were scheduled, 
on January 4 and January 18. Copies of 
the current draft ordinance were dis-
tributed to attendees. Public input and 
ideas were encouraged.

The fi rst meeting was especially 
well attended, with a variety of stake-
holders and professionals present, as 
well as a nearby town’s Planning Board 
and Conservation Commission rep-
resentative who wanted to learn more 
about Andover’s innovative approach 
to Conservation Subdivisions.

Andover citizens shared their hopes 
and concerns with the Planning Board, 
asked questions, and got more informa-

tion about how this proposed new op-
tion for subdivision might help shape 
Andover’s future in positive ways.

A lively discussion of the proposed 
pros and cons ensued, and some sug-
gestions were made to further improve 
the details within the ordinance. By 
the end of the fi rst meeting, all agreed 
that the concept of Conservation Sub-
division is on target to help Andover 
achieve the vision of the 2011 Master 
Plan: to control the town’s infrastruc-
ture costs while protecting Andover’s 
natural beauty, charm, and character as 
a small New England town.

At the January 18 meeting the Plan-
ning Board collected even more valu-
able feedback from citizens, further 
sharpening the new ordinance’s details 
to better protect what we all cherish in 
Andover, yet allow for sensible develop-
ment in the future. The new ordinance 
will not replace the current subdivision 
ordinance, but create an aesthetically 
and economically attractive alternative 
to the existing ordinance.

The proposed Conservation Sub-
division ordinance will be available at 
the Town Hall, on the Town of Andover 
website, and on The Andover Beacon 
website. Andover citizens will have an 
opportunity to vote on accepting the 
new ordinance at the polls on Town 
Meeting Day, Tuesday, March 8. 

Subdivision  from page 1

c: 603 237.2060 ty@thecblife.comEach Office Is Independently Owned and Operated.O: 603 526.4020

ty morris
YOUR HOMETOWN REALTOR®

Committed to the betterment of
our communities and environment.

Thank You, 
Volunteers!
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gratitude for the Beacon’s commitment to our citizens.

The Andover Community Hub has received grant funding to help with roof 
repairs on its home, the former 1879 Town Hall.  Photo: Ty Morris

One Foundation Supports Two 
Andover Nonprofi t Roofs

Grants given to repair 
Hub and AHS roofs
Larry Chase
Andover Community Hub

Two of Andover’s iconic histori-
cal structures are among the 40 recent 
recipients of historic-preservation and 
land-conservation matching grants 
from the New Hampshire Land and 
Community Heritage Investment Pro-
gram (LCHIP), according to an an-
nouncement made in December 2021.

The Andover Community Hub will 

receive a grant of $16,395, contingent 
on raising a similar amount from other 
sources, to fund a replacement of the 
roof of the former town hall in Andover 
Village, now owned by the Hub. The 
Andover Historical Society will receive 
a grant of $15,000, contingent on raising 
$16,000 from other sources, to replace 
the roof of the Potter Place Railroad 
Station, now in the Historical Society’s 
possession.

Andover is one of only two towns in 
the state to receive two LCHIP grants in 
2021. The other is neighboring Wilmot 
to support restoration of the Wilmot 
Town Hall and the North Wilmot Union 
Meetinghouse.

The New Hampshire Land and Com-
munity Heritage Investment Program is 
an independent state authority created 
by the legislature in 2000. LCHIP’s 

legislative mandate is to ensure the per-
petual contribution of natural, cultural, 
and historic resources to the economy, 
environment, and quality of life in New 
Hampshire. LCHIP does this by pro-
viding matching grants to New Hamp-
shire municipalities and non-profi ts to 
conserve and preserve the state’s most 
important natural, cultural, and historic 
resources.
From the Hub’s Grant Application

Andover’s wood-framed 1879 town 
hall has signifi cance for its associa-
tion with local government and for its 

vernacular Italianate architec-
ture which is relatively rare in 
New Hampshire. As the town’s 
fi rst singular-use town hall, the 
building played an important 
role between 1879 and 1963 
when it housed town offi  ces, 
town meetings, and, after 1934, 
a gymnasium for the nearby 
high school.

Its location and setting in 
Andover Village remain un-
changed, the building’s design 
is intact, and the granite cap-
stones, gable window (with its 
distinctive pedimented hood), 

and original 1879 date board with the 
upside-down “2″ remain. It is now 
a community center known as The 
Andover Community Hub.

Work to be done: The current asphalt 
shingle roof on Andover’s old town hall 
is in poor shape, has had one signifi -
cant leak since its purchase in 2016, and 
pieces of shingle are routinely found 
in the parking lot by board members 
working at the building.

Replacing the roof soon is essential 
to maintaining the structural integrity 
of the entire building, and particularly 
to avoid initial damage to the second 
fl oor which is currently unfi nished and 
unused but newly insulated and has 
great potential for future use.

The existing layer of damaged shin-
gles will be removed, the roof deck 

See Roofs  on page 4

The Andover Historical Society has also re-
ceived grant funding to help repair the slate 
roof on the Potter Place Railroad Station. 
 Photo: Larry Chase

Rob Messenger
Owner

Senior Loan Originator
NMLS: 101857

Jake Donovan
Loan Officer
Loan Analyst

NMLS: 2006191

Helping home buyers get to theplace they want to be.

Legacy Mortgage
2 Buck Road Hanover, NH 03755

603 643-7400 ~ LegacyMortgageLLC.com ~ NMLS: 2057969

Dave Murray of the Murray Farm Greenhouse in Penacook will give a seed 
starting workshop at the Andover Community Hub in February.

Press release
A seed starting presentation, given by 

Dave Murray of Murray Farm Green-
house in Penacook, will be off ered at the 
Andover Community Hub on Thursday, 
February 17, from 6 to 8 PM.

Dave Murray has been gardening 
for more than 50 years at his green-
house in Penacook, working with fam-
ily including his parents, grandfather, 
aunts, brothers, sisters, cousins, nieces, 
children and grandchildren, neighbors, 
friends, and an armload of employees 
that substitute for family! Join Dave 
for an evening of laughs, entertain-
ment, and information and discover 
that the world of gardening never stops 
growing.

In addition to his professional exper-

tise, Dave brings his wit, charm, and 
humor to the conversation. He will also 
be off ering $20 gift coupons to Mur-
ray’s to all who attend, so bring a friend.

Seating is limited to 30, so be sure to 
reserve early. COVID prevention pro-
tocols will be in place with masks and 
social distancing. Presentation is free; 
however, please help us to defray costs 
by making a donation and by purchas-
ing a raffl  e ticket at the door. Winner 
must be present to win.

Email AndoverNHGardenClub@gmail.
com for reservations. The Andover 
NH Garden Club is a program of the 
Andover Community Hub and mem-
bership is free and open to all.

The Andover Community Hub is lo-
cated at 157 Main Street. 

Andover Garden Club Hosts 
a Seed Starting Program
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LOCAL BEACON SUPPORTERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing for Andover residents who have donated to 

the Beacon in the past calendar year. This month’s winners are:

Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza Laurie Zimmerman

Naughty Nellie’s Ice Cream Gift Certifi cate Ann and Rudolph Schultz

JJ’s Market & Deli Gift Certifi cate Katherine and Joe Stearns

Keyser’s Garage Gift Certifi cate Barbara Freeman

Mary Kay - Laura Condon Gift Certifi cate Bill and Linda Hoff man

The Refi nery Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Susan and Leon Nelson

Drake’s Place Eatery and Market Gift Certifi cate Nan Davis

Blackwater Junction Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Richard Mandrey

WINNERSWINNERS! Call volunteer Margo Coolidge at 603 735-5418 to collect your prize. Call volunteer Margo Coolidge at 603 735-5418 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash. Prizes not claimed in 90 days go back into the prize pool.

This Page Sponsored by the Board of Directors, Staff, and Volunteers of The Andover Beacon
We Support The Beacon. Do You?

inspected and replaced as needed, un-
derlayment installed, new similar as-
phalt shingles, drip edges, and roof vent 
installed, all fl ashing inspected and re-
placed as needed, rake trees repaired, 
and damaged gable trim wrapped for 
protection. The roof of the attached his-
toric outhouse will also be replaced, as 
will the roof of the more recent small 
addition on the building’s east side.
From the AHS Grant Application

The Potter Place Railroad Station 
may be unique in having survived al-
most unchanged since its construction 
in 1874. It is cited in Bryant and Carolyn 
Tolles’ New Hampshire Architecture as 
“perhaps the state’s fi nest nineteenth 
century wooden railroad station.”

The exterior and main level rooms ap-
pear virtually as they did in the late nine-
teenth century with minor changes. The 
station has been owned by the Andover 
Historical Society and operated as a mu-
seum since 1983. The station is in its orig-
inal location and is the dominant struc-

ture of the small railroad community.
Although no longer a bustling center, 

Potter Place has escaped modern infi ll 
and intrusions, and retains a charming 
nineteenth century atmosphere.

Work to be done: Broken and loose 
roof slates will be fi xed or replaced 
with Vermont slate and any underly-
ing problems will be repaired. Copper 
will be used as fl ashing on dormers and 
the hips, which is supported by exist-
ing copper fl ashing on the dormers, and 
copper gutters will be replaced on the 
two sides where support rods still exist.

Shoulder-high drain pipes still stand at 
three corners, but their condition and des-
tination are unknown. Most of the drain-
age work will be done by volunteers.

This work is an important compo-
nent in an ongoing program of resto-
ration. In 2020, an in-house crew re-
moved the rotting semaphore, which is 
being repaired and will be re-erected in 
2022. Repairing the roof and replacing 
the gutters precedes repairing or replac-
ing the platform that has been damaged 
by water. 

Roofs  from page 3

Buyer demand 
is pushing the market
Ty Morris, Coldwell Banker Lifestyles

Two December home sales closed 
out the 2021 selling season:

Geraldine Hutson sold her home at 
126 Main Street to Anthony and The-
resa Murphy for $279,000. This three 
bedroom and two bathroom cape with 
a detached garage sits on .81 acres and 
has 1,682 square feet of living space. Ty 
Morris of Coldwell Banker Lifestyles 
represented both sides of the transaction.

Christopher Young sold 18 Gale 
Road to Kathryn Kraysler and Donald 
Roine for $353,500. This three bedroom 
and two bathroom cape circa 1850 sits 
on 3.47 acres and has 1,750 square feet 
of living space. John Kinney of Cold-
well Banker Lifestyles represented the 
seller and Aaron Harman of BHHS Ve-
rani represented the buyers.

After a holiday lull, buyers are back on 
the hunt amidst rising COVID concerns.

Our market crystal ball has become 
a little clearer as we enter familiar terri-
tory. A year ago marked a milestone in 
buyer demand as cars fi lled with eager 
buyers lined our country roads waiting 
for their turn to visit an open house.

Multiple-off er scenarios had agents 
scratching their heads over how they 
could make their clients’ off er the most 

competitive. A big factor for this activ-
ity, as I reported before, was the con-
cerning climate of the pandemic com-
bined with inventory in short supply.

Well, here we are again. Amidst ris-
ing numbers of active COVID cases, 
hospitals being overrun, and cities be-
ginning the discussion of more shut-
downs, buyer demand is, again, pushing 
the market. There are some diff erences 
we hope will curb the pendulum: inter-
est rates and rising supply.

Talk of the federal interest rates be-
ginning a systematic hike implies there 
will be an eff ect on mortgage rates (al-
though the two are not directly related). 
This is generating an immediate sense of 
urgency, further fueling buyer demand.

However, it should taper in the fu-
ture as the numbers shift. Furthermore, 
with the public continuing to be free of 
mandates and many being vaccinated, 
some homeowners are feeling more 
comfortable with folks in their home.

For sellers, there is no need to wait 
until the spring market. It is already here! 
For buyers, it may be hard to believe, but 
with interest rates forecasted to rise and 
demand continuing to be high, the best 
time to buy continues to be “Now!”
Andover Home Sales in 2021

Total Home Sales: 38 (down 2% from 
2020)

Average Sale Price: $378,630 (up 36% 

Andover Real Estate Transactions for January 2022
from 2020)

Median Days on Market: 6 (down 
from 11 in 2020)

List Price to Sale Price Ratio: 104.4% 
(up from 98% in 2020)

These statistics for single family 
homes sold in Andover in 2021 come 
from NEREN.com. For more local real es-
tate information, call Ty Morris at 603 
237-2060. 
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COMMUNITY BUSINESSES COMMUNITY BUSINESSES 
AND ORGANIZATIONSAND ORGANIZATIONS

Thank you to all the area businesses and organizations that help support 
The Andover Beacon, our non-profi t community newspaper!

 

Member FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

Newport | Grantham | Sunapee
New London | Warner | Concord

800.562.3145 | sugarriverbank.com

Serving
New London, Sunapee
and Grantham

Conveniently apply on-line:  
sugarriverbank.com/loans/mortgage

Colleen DeAngelis
Mortgage Loan Originator
NMLS #2053914

603 526.2060 
cdeangelis@sugarriverbank.com

Local Decisions. Local Lending. 

Newport | Grantham | Sunapee
New London | Warner | Concord

Serving the western towns in 
Merrimack County and parts 
of Eastern Sullivan County

At Sugar River Bank, we make 
the home buying experience a 
lot easier for you.
During every step of your journey, 
from pre-approval to selecting the 
right mortgage program, to closing 
on your new home, you can expect 
personal service from our lending 
professionals.

How can Colleen help you?

Mark E. ThompsonMark E. Thompson
Excavating Excavating inc.inc.
• Site Evaluation and Planning
• Driveways
• New and Replacement Septic Systems
• Sand, Gravel, and Screened Loam
• Landscaping
• Free Estimates

Over 50 Years in BusinessOver 50 Years in Business
We Know "Dirt Work"We Know "Dirt Work"

PO Box 1 • East Andover
Offi ce 603 735-5581 • Mark 603 455-1740 • Tiny 603 455-7490

CHIROPRACTOR
Dan Bezon, D.C.Dan Bezon, D.C.

9 Johnson Lane
Andover, NH

603 735-4488

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. • 6 - 11 A.M.

Mon., Tues. & Thu. 4 - 6:30 P.M. 

New Hampshire’s Premier
Barn Event Venue:
Family Reunions,

Weddings, Corporate Events,
Holiday Parties, Fundraisers,

and more!
NOW HEATED!

SERVICE & REPAIR, LLC SERVICE & REPAIR, LLC 

JOHN A. MCDONALD

603 748-8451
32 Cilleyville Road • Andover, NH

Pick Up & Delivery Available

Power Equipment Parts & ServicePower Equipment Parts & Service

Thank You, Advertisers!
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Letters
AE/MS is 

an Excellent School

How is AE/MS doing? Objective 
data says quite well.

Niche ranks AE/MS 64th among the 
state’s 545 elementary/middle schools. 
The school and the town can proudly 
point to the ratio of one teacher to ev-
ery 10 students. The NEA ranks New 
Hampshire second in the nation in teach-
er-student ratio and last in funding.

The school has a professional staff  
– 11 teachers, all certifi ed and profes-
sionally educated, holding appropriate 
degrees, and many with extensive post 
baccalaureate education and multiple 
certifi cates.

Supporting classroom teachers are:
• seven classroom assistants,
• two special education specialists,
• two special education case managers,
• two academic intervention specialists,
• two curriculum leaders, and
• a school nurse and school counselor.
The school’s motto, “Soaring to be 

the BEST we can be!” captures the 
school’s dedication to excellence. That 
is also found in its mission statement 
and the Eagle Pledge (Always be re-

spectful, Everyone respected, Make 
good choices, and Safety fi rst, last, and 
always). The Eagle Pledge follows the 
daily Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

And there is more. The students hold 
poetry readings, concerts, commemo-
rations (Veterans Day has been one of 
my favorites), grandparent Thanksgiv-
ing dinners, and dramatic productions. 
After-school clubs and enrichment in the 

Annex extend the school day, and bas-
ketball teams compete into the evening.

AE/MS today is the historic succes-
sor of a public education tradition in 
America, going back to Horace Mann, 
the fi rst great American advocate of pub-
lic education. He believed that, in a dem-
ocratic society, education should be free.

Andover took part in that tradition 
from its earliest days. The Tucker Moun-
tain School (1837 to 1893) attests to the 
town’s support for public education.

I am proud to support AE/MS for 
the excellent education it provides for 
all of the town’s students.

Kent Hackmann
Andover

Avoiding 
Unnecessary Tragedy 

In the Holidays 2021 issue of The 
Andover Beacon, State Represen-

tative Louise Andrus expressed her 
opinions about masks being a matter of 
choice. About vaccines she wrote “it’s 
sad and disgusting what we are doing to 
people in that they are losing their jobs,” 
and ends her article by hoping that 2022 
will be a better year for all of us.

What I believe is sad is that treat-
ing masks as a matter of choice is act-
ing like it’s a fashion item rather than 
something that protects you and those 
around you.

What I also feel is sad is that 2021, 
health wise, could have been a better 
year if more people had been vaccinated.

But what I truly believe is sad is that 
the opinions of Representative Andrus, 
which I feel are misguided, could lead 
to, inadvertently, more unnecessary 
tragedy in 2022.

Ron Charles
St. Louis, Missouri
a Beacon subscriber 

Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the 
Andover community. To that end, we welcome (by the 15th!) civil, rea-

soned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, and develop-
ments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphe-
mous; obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. 
The Beacon reserves the right to edit or not publish submissions it deems 
inappropriate for any reason.

You’ll fi nd a much longer discussion of what we consider civil and rea-
soned, and why, at AndoverBeacon.com/Letters. Please read it carefully 
before you write!

Letters & Opinions Policy

The Andover Area Democrats are proud to support the Andover Beacon!

 M -F | 9:30 a m  - 5:30 pm
 Sa t | 9:30 - 5 pm  

 Su n  | 11 a m  - 4 pm

 Over 35,000 Square Feet of Fine Furniture Over 35,000 Square Feet of Fine Furniture
Our 90Our 90THTH Year YearIt's been 89 yearsIt's been 89 years

since we fi rstsince we fi rst
opened our doors &opened our doors &
Grevior FurnitureGrevior Furniture

is celebratingis celebrating
      all year long!      all year long!

It's been 90 yearsIt's been 90 years
since we fi rstsince we fi rst

opened our doors &opened our doors &
Grevior FurnitureGrevior Furniture

is celebratingis celebrating
      all year long!      all year long!

FOUNDATIONS • FLOORS • SLABS • DRIVEWAYS

Phone 603 648-2515
KearsargeConcrete@tds.net

PO Box 208
Salisbury NH 03268

SWEEPING 
SERVICE

Kearsarge Concrete

PARKING LOTS • ROADS • STREETS • BRIDGES

ALL & AWL REPAIR
Outdoor Power Equipment Sales & Service

Ariens Lawnmowers andd Snowbbllowers
Hustler Turf Equipment
Husqqqqvarna Chainsaws

603 927-4973 • Fax 603 927-4407
1719 Route 114 • North Sutton, NH

 Private Chef for Hire 
Weekly Meal Delivery

Events or Special Occasions
Many menus for many budgets.  20 plus years of experience.

603 333-5026 ElaineKayNH@gmail.com •
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Opinion
Louise Andrus, State Representative

Happy February! Maple Syrup sea-
son is just a few weeks away, and then 
comes spring!

The House had the fi rst sessions of 
2022 on January 5 and 6 at the Double-
tree in Manchester. There was much 
debating and voting on bills. I am going 
to dedicate most of this article to several 
bills and the reasons for my votes.

Redistricting: I know many people on 
both sides spent weeks and weeks work-
ing on redistricting and held meetings 
all over the State. I thank each and every 
one of them for all the hard work spent 
on these issues, but that does not mean I 
had to agree with their end results.

I voted against the redistricting bills 
presented by both the “majority” and 
“minority”. The bills passed and head-
ed for the Senate without my voting 
“yea.” There were, in my opinion, too 
many changes all over the State of New 
Hampshire. Please remember there is a 
saying something like when two people 
always agree one of them is not neces-
sary. This pertains to politics also.

HB 607: As originally introduced, 
“Establishing local education savings 
accounts for students.” I voted “yea” 
to table the bill. Let me be clear that I 
am 100% for School Choice, but not at 
the expense of the taxpayers. HB 607 
would cost the taxpayers additional 
monies, and I would not agree to that.

Second, I live in a cooperative 
school district of fi ve towns, and if one 
of the larger towns decided they wanted 
to vote in establishing local education 
savings accounts in our school district, 
the small town of Salisbury could not 
stop it. I believe each individual town 
should have to vote whether to imple-
ment something of this nature.

Lastly, according to the bill, the 
school district would still receive mon-
ies for the student even though that stu-
dent is going to school elsewhere. If this 
bill is revised and would cost absolutely 

nothing to the taxpayers, and each indi-
vidual town would vote on the imple-
mentation or not, I could then consider 
supporting the bill.

HB 549: Relative to the energy ef-
fi ciency resource standard and the 
system benefi ts charge. Passed unani-
mously 343-0. We want to protect the 
rate payers of the State.

HB 103: Establishing a dental ben-
efi t under the state Medicaid program. 
I voted “nay.” There were no fi nancial 
fi gures given as to estimated cost to the 
taxpayers of New Hampshire, plus I be-
lieve it would be another increased tax 
on the people of New Hampshire.

How many people in New Hamp-
shire do not have dental insurance and 
cannot really aff ord to go to the dentist? 
I believe taxpayers would be forced to 
pay for something they cannot aff ord 
for their families.

HB 275: Voted “yea” on TOP/A, rela-
tive to the governor’s power to initiate 
a state of emergency and various emer-
gency powers.

These are only a handful of the bills 
that were debated and voted on in the 
two-day session.

Our committees returned to work 
in January. I encourage everyone 
from District 1 – Andover, Danbury, 
and Salisbury – to all across the State 
of New Hampshire, to go to the New 
Hampshire General Court and read the 
calendar each week and become in-
volved in your government, from sign-
ing in to testifying bills in committees, 
and speak out. It is important for each 
of you to stand up for issues that matter, 
as this is your State.

Annual school meetings and town 
meetings will be coming up. Get in-
volved and become a candidate for 
an offi  ce. I will be running for school 
board from the town of Salisbury in the 
Merrimack Valley School District.

I can be contacted at: 603 648-2510 
or l.a.andrus21@gmail.com. 

Louise Andrus’ 
View from Concord, January 2022

LOUISE ANDRUS
NH REPUBLICAN HOUSE REPRESENTATIVE for Andover, Danbury, Salisbury

406 Raccoon Hill Rd • Salisbury NH 03268 • Louise.Andrus@leg.state.nh.us • 603 648-2510

This page proudly 
sponsored by

Bubba’s Bar and Grille
976 Route 103

Newbury, NH 03255

603 763-3290
www.bubbasbarandgrille.com

Pasta, Gourmet Pizzas, Seafood, Burgers,

Best 

Lobster 

Rolls!

JJJoJoJoiiininin uuusss fffofoforrr dididididi iinininingngnggggg ooonnn ououourrr dddedede ggeee kkckckck oooveveve llrlrlrlooooookikikikikingngngggg ttttthhhehehe lllll kkakakakeee

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays or by appointment
728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off  I-89 • 603 526-6267

Lauridsen Auto Body
Collision Specialists

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation

 Septic Systems • Driveways •Walls
Lawns • Hydroseeding

New & Existing Construction
Loam • Stone • Gravel

Snow Plowing & Sanding
Jon Champagne

Master Road Scholar

Serving the area since 1992 • Free Estimates

#ImInTheBeacon !
If you spot your photo in this issue of the Beacon, take a selfi e 

with that page and share it on Facebook using #ImInTheBeacon.
#ImInTheBeacon

GOT NEWS?
We don’t have a fl eet of reporters – we rely on you to let us know 
what’s going on around Andover.  Call or e-mail with news today!
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Andover Police Department 
November 2021

The Andover Police Department 
handled 133 calls for service during 
November 2021, including:

• Abandoned Vehicle: 3
• Animal Wild: 1
• Assist Citizen: 4
• Assist Social Service Agencies: 3
• Disorderly Conduct: 2
• Dog Loose: 2
• Domestic Dispute: 1
• Driving While Intoxicated: 1
• Drunk: 1
• Stalking: 1

• Suspicious Circumstances: 3
• Theft: 1
• Traffi  c Off ense, Citation: 3
• Traffi  c Off ense, Warning: 9
• Warrant: 1

Arrests
• Nicholas Brown, 25, Manchester: 

Harassment; Criminal Threatening
• Donna Heafey, 56, Wilmot: Driv-

ing Under the Infl uence of Drugs or 
Alcohol

• Jessica Gaudette, 38, Franklin: Civ-
il Capias 

Andover Police Department 
December 2021

The Andover Police Department 
handled 185 calls for service during 
December 2021.

• 911 Hang Up: 1
• Assist Ambulance/Rescue: 4
• Assist Citizen: 8
• Assist Fire: 5
• Assist Motorist: 5
• Dog Loose: 3
• Road Hazard/Obstruction: 7
• Selective Enforcement Request: 1
• Sexual Assault: 1
• Suspicious Circumstances: 4

• Traffi  c Accident: 4
• Traffi  c Off ense, Warning: 18
• Traffi  c Off ense, Citation: 1
• Vehicle Off  the Road: 1
• Warrant: 4
• Welfare Check: 1

Arrests
• Maria-Elena Cecere, 48, Andover: 

Simple Assault
• Mary Charles, 41, Andover: Crimi-

nal Mischief, Simple Assault
• Brian Neuberger, 34, Andover: 

Warrants 

Opinion
Natalie Wells’ 

View from Concord, January 2022
Natalie Wells, State Representative

It is a wonderful feeling when 400 
state representatives can come together 
and for the most part agree on bills. Of 
course, most of the time, the number is 
usually around 375.

One of these bills was HB579 (Y-
254, N-85). “Requiring Notice to the 
Public Before Immigration checkpoints 
are conducted”. I voted yes, as this bill 
requires “the chief law enforcement of-
fi cer to inform local media when he or 
she is informed by Border Patrol of an 
immigration checkpoint.” It will require 
notice of immigration checkpoints in 
New Hampshire, under Constitution: 
Part I, Article 19.

Many bills were “tabled” which 
means they can be taken off  the “table” 
and may be brought back during the 
remainder of this Session with Amend-
ments. One such bill is HB153 “estab-
lishing a committee to study universal 
internet access for New Hampshire”. 
As we are all for internet access in 
New Hampshire, as Representative 
Vose pointed out, broadband has been 
studied for the last 15 years. It is a well 
understood issue, and the Federal Gov-
ernment is putting large dollars into this 
program. Therefore, I voted with the 
majority to table this unnecessary bill.

A controversial bill HB607: “Estab-
lishing a Local Education Freedom Ac-
count”. This also was laid on the table. 
For those who want to argue against it, 
here are some facts:

1) Voters of a school district (60% 
required) would get to decide. At the 
same time if the town down the line de-
cides they no longer want this program, 
the town can remove it with a 60% vote.

2) All it did was enable towns to put 
this on the Ballot with 25 signatures, no 
other requirements.

3) It was not touching Federal, State, 
or local special education funds or IEP’s 
and services within a District.

Most families like their public 
schools and believe that their school 
does a good job educating their chil-
dren. Most families want their children 
to attend school with their neighbors. 
To be clear from the sponsor of the 

bill, Rep Verville, had actual statistics: 
91.3% of students in New Hampshire 
attend public school. Non-public, char-
ter, and public academies make up the 
other percentage.

But Education Freedom Accounts 
(EFAs) make up less than 1%, (1,600 
students to be clear). In my opinion, all 
the fear and fl uff  that goes to stop EFAs, 
which help parents choose for their 
child what is the best fi t, is surely exag-
gerated. I also want to be clear that I am 
talking about the state of New Hamp-
shire education, not a particular district.

HB50 Redistricting: This Committee 
unanimously agreed to make districts 
for 400 state representatives to main-
tain the New Hampshire constitutional 
requirements. The plan meets both the 
Federal and State constitutional re-
quirements. In CD2 District (our dis-
trict), there was only a discrepancy of 
88 to 89 people out of 1.4 million peo-
ple. Whether direct or indirect, it is al-
ways the legislators who are assigned to 
a district, not the voter.

This bill now moves on to the Sen-
ate and then the Governor for further 
scrutiny. It does mean that my present 
district (Andover, Danbury, Salisbury, 
Warner, and Webster) will now become 
Warner, Bradford, and Henniker.

To end on a positive note: As a sup-
porter of small business and businesses 
in New Hampshire, statistics just re-
leased show that lowering the Business 
Profi t Tax (BPT) under the Republican 
legislation, yielded higher than expected 
revenues. This result helps keep employ-
ment in New Hampshire going. It proves 
it is not only aff ordable, but justifi ed.

Just as important, it did not reduce 
tax revenues as some predicted since 
2012. During these infl ationary times, 
the Republican legislation realized that 
by reducing BPT and BET (Business 
Enterprise Tax), the whole state of New 
Hampshire will continue to grow.

I know it’s easier to just click and buy 
an item on the computer, but supporting 
local businesses is what keeps our com-
munities afl oat. I know for Christmas, 
I had fun going to local merchants and 
fi nding unique gifts for my family, not 
just the same run of the mill. Let’s all do 
our share and support local businesses.

You can contact me at NatalieWell-
s4NH@gmail.com or 603 456-2873. 

41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

603 526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net

Experience the sun sparkling through golden trees on this 3.9 acre 
site of your future home! Easy access through a cleared trail, this 
property is accessible and easy to navigate. Level building site with 
wooded privacy from the neighbors and from the road. Stone walls 
line both sides of the property and the front two pins are clearly 
marked. Newbury's "South View" is a wonderful walking neighbor-
hood with beautifully crafted homes. Only a couple of minutes to 
Sunapee Harbor and Mount Sunapee.

Call us today!

Land in Newbury - $110,000

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

Pat Frost
Andover, NH 

Phone: 603 455.8870
frostbuilding@comcast.net

Town Matters!
The Beacon needs help with reporting 

about town news.  603 735-6099

GOT NEWS? Mail@AndoverBeacon.com or 603 735-6099 
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This Page Sponsored by CONTINENTAL MACHINE CORP.
514 Franklin Highway, East Andover, NH • Tel.: 603 735-5182

Over 30 years roof ing experience
• On-site Pan Forming
• 21 inch Width Pans
• 26 & 24 Gauge Englert American-made Steel
• 35 Year Color Warranty
• 24 Colors • Copper Galvalume

Contractors Welcome
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

John Braley • 603 735-5097 8 Hall Road • Andover, NH 03216
braleystandingseam@gmail.com

BraleyBraley
Standing Seam RoofingStanding Seam Roofing

RSA 91-A:2 states that minutes from each meeting of each 
Town body must “be promptly recorded and open to pub-

lic inspection not more than fi ve business days after the meeting.” 
Minutes are often not in publishable form at that point. Considering 

the time it takes to make them publishable, and the long lag between 
issues of the Beacon, it may be a month or more before they appear in 
the Beacon.

Select Board
October 4, 2021

Condensed from approved minutes
Members Present: Todd Goings, 

Chair; Michelle Dudek
Also present for duration of appropri-

ate items: Marj Roy, Town Adminis-
trator; Jon Champagne, Road Agent; 
Chris Aiken, Field Works of New 
Hampshire; Donna Duclos, Andover 
Planning Board; Charity Robinson, In-
terim Town Clerk / Tax Collector; and 
Lisa Meier, Secretary
Road Agent Report

Champagne stated he had previously 
been asked by the Select Board where 
the purchase of the new truck is at, and 
he responded that he has not received 
any response from Reed’s to his inqui-
ries.

Belmore is to be in either the 6th or 
7th; Nicon crack sealing the 7th or 8th; 

and R&D Paving will be here the mid-
dle of the month.

An underdrain has been installed on 
Last Street and a pipe installed under 
Overlook Avenue. The arrows need to 
be printed to delineate the catch basins.

Lakeview and Proctor cemeteries 
will be mowed once more this year. The 
winterizing and closing of the Town 
Beach are being worked on.

Caterpillar will be here at the end of 
October for the 500-hour service on the 
backhoe. The F250 and F550 pickups 
have been scheduled for fl uid fi lming at 
S&P Auto, and the new truck will be 
done once it has been received.

The paint issue at White Oak Pit has 
been wrapped up.

Goings asked if the drain on Over-
look Avenue has been fi nalized at the 
end yet, and the response was that they 
will not be moving nor restructuring 
the road, and he suggests paving to the 
area of the duplex home.

Champagne asked if there will be a 
time to meet regarding the snowplow 
contracts, and the response was yes.

Champagne introduced Chris Aik-

meeting regarding the email Kinney 
received from Jane Hubbard, Marj and 
Jane have come up with a system to 
work on items from Homeland Secu-
rity.
Correspondence and Signatures

An email was received from Home-
land Security and Dudek and Goings 
signed electronically and Kinney can 
also sign electronically. Roy indicated 
she would like the hard-copy signed.

Roy indicated that the contract 
with Jane Saunders pertaining to deed 
searches for the Tax Collectors offi  ce 
would cost $15 per parcel, and the ap-
proximate number of searches needed 
to be done is 50.

The new process for letters regard-

2021.
Information has been received from 

American Rescue Plan Act for 2021.
The auditors will be here on October 

8, 2021.
The Interim Town Clerk and Deputy 

have done training through DMV.
Roy indicated to the Board that the 

fi le cabinets in her offi  ce are fi lled.
Goings asked for a response to the 

misinformation at the prior two meet-
ings, and Roy responded that at the 
September 7, 2021 meeting regarding 
the sign application for Drake’s Place 
being signed twice by the Select Board, 
she did not realize the board originally 
signed it. Robinson stated that in and 
out boxes should be utilized.

In regards to the September 20, 2021 

en, explaining that he has 110 hp boom 
mowers and does canopy work. His 
equipment can cut up to 2½” softwood 
and a little bigger for hardwood.

Goings asked if he contracts by hour 
and the response was yes. Goings asked 
Aiken how many towns he services 
now, and the response was six to eight. 
Goings asked what the average town 
price is, and Aiken responded he will 
work with what a town has for a budget.

Aiken forewarned the board that not 
everyone will be satisfi ed with the nar-
rative at hand. Champagne stated that 
opening the roads up improved the in-
tegrity of the roads.
Town Administrator Report

Times for closing the polls was dis-
cussed, and Robinson recommended 
speaking with the Supervisors of the 
Checklist, as they have more experi-
ence, as she herself is just learning. Roy 
stated the polls can be opened earlier.

Dudek asked what the law is on the 
amount of time that the polls can be 
open, and Roy responded eight hours.

Goings asked if there were any new 
plow contracts, and Roy replied no, still 
just the two.

Finance is working with DRA for 
tax rate setting. The budgets and town 
reports are being worked on. Roy stated 
she has discussed the budget format 
with Elita Reed, Finance Manager, and 
will have it formalized on October 13, 

Offi ce Hours & Meetings

For more information, call the Town Offi  ce at 603 735-5332.

OFFICE HOURS
Town Offi  ce: Mon-Thu 9-2
Town Clerk & Tax Collector:

Mon, Wed, Thu 9-2 
Tue 1:30-6:30 
Last Saturday of month, 9-11

Zoning Administrator: Mon 9-12, 
Tues & Thur 9-4, Wed 1-4

Transfer Station: Wed 7-5, Sat, 7-5
Swap Shop: second Saturday 8-12

Andover Library 
Mon 6-8
Wed 9-12 & 6-8
Thu 1-5 • Sat 9-12

Bachelder Library 
Tues 9-12 & 6-8
Thu, Fri 1-5 

MEETINGS
At the Town Hall unless otherwise noted
Cemetery Trustees: 2nd Tues, 10 

Last Thu, 7
Conservation: 2nd Wed, 7
Emergency Medical Service:

2nd Wed, Andover Fire Station, 7
Fire Department: Mon, 7
Fourth of July: 1st Wed

Andover Community Hub, 7
Library Trustees: 3rd Thu, 7 Andover or 

Bachelder Library (except July & Aug)
Planning Board: 2nd & 4th Tue, 7
Recreation: 2nd Wed, 7, 

AE/MS Science Room (except July)
School Board: 1st Tue 

(except July), 6:30, AE/MS
Select Board: 1st & 3rd Mon, 6:30
Zoning Board of Adjustment: 3rd Tue, 7

TOWN COMMITTEE MINUTESTOWN COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes Online
Minutes and agendas for Town 
boards and committees are post-
ed, when available, on the Town 
website at Andover-NH.gov.

See Minutes  on page 10
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ing liens is having Jane Saunders pro-
cess the letters.

The non-public minutes from the 
September 20, 2021 meeting were 
signed. Goings made a motion to seal 
the minutes. Dudek seconded the mo-
tion and the Board voted unanimously 
in favor of sealing the minutes of the 
September 20, 2021 meeting.

Robinson discussed a possible abate-
ment for a taxpayer and explained the 
situation. The Board voted unanimous-
ly in favor of granting the abatement..

Select Board
October 18, 2021

Condensed from approved minutes
Members Present: Todd Goings, 

Chair; John Kinney
Also present for duration of appropri-

ate items: Marj Roy, Town Adminis-
trator; Jon Champagne, Road Agent; 
Shawn Upton, Andover Conservation 
Commission; Wendy Pinkham; and 
Lisa Meier, Secretary
Conservation Commission

Upton stated he had emailed the 
Conservation Commission asking them 
to contact Ben Nugent regarding what 
to do and what to look for pertaining to 

garding updates to utility properties be-
ing billed additionally.

The Board signed the agreement 
with Nobis for testing in 2022 at the 
closed landfi ll.

Three renewal appointments for the 
Conservation Commission were signed 
by the Board.

Select Board
November 1, 2021

Condensed from approved minutes
Members Present: Todd Goings, 

Chair; Michelle Dudek, John Kinney
Also present for duration of appropri-

ate items: Marj Roy, Town Administra-
tor; Jon Champagne, Road Agent; Elita 
Reed, Finance Manager; Donna Du-
clos, Andover Planning Board; Nancy 
Teach, Planning Board Chair; and Lisa 
Meier, Secretary
Road Agent Report

Champagne stated he spoke with 
Mike Kaulbach regarding the new 
truck and was advised they are waiting 
for the dump body, which is half com-
plete. Once complete, someone from 
Town will go and look at the truck to 
make sure everything is satisfactory.

The roadside mowing is done, and 
before and after photos were provid-
ed. Dudek recommended an article be 
submitted to the Beacon regarding the 
mowing.

The road crew will install under-
drain to repair Dyers Crossing, and a 
ditch and underdrain was done on Last 
Street due to a small washout. Ditching 
was done on Sam Hill Road near the 
Class VI portion.

The F550 truck was winterized and 
is back, and the edges for the plows 
have been ordered.

Kinney asked Champagne if there is 
anything left in the budget for anything 
that he wished he had been able to com-
plete, and Champagne replied yes.

Dudek stated Champagne was go-
ing to get some numbers together for 
the Board to review regarding the road-
side maintenance to be completed in the 

there is a plan to top coat Currier Road 
this fall.
Road Agent Report

Catch basins have all been cleaned, 
and he has a detailed list of all catch ba-
sins in town.

The cut in the asphalt on Flaghole 
Road has been paved in and compacted.

The pipe on Sam Hill took four 
hours to clean.

The wash-out on the side of Hoyt 
Road has been fi xed.

There is a plan to add gravel to the 
gravel roads, and the plan will be pre-
sented to the Select Board.

Another grader operator is needed.
The culvert pipe order was received 

with a price of $3,900.
Three loads of salt have been re-

ceived, and one more will be coming in.
The F250 has been undercoated, and 

the F550 will be going out for under-
coating.

Road patching was being done to-
day.

The Select Board will meet with 
Champagne to specifi cally discuss pav-
ing jobs. The meeting is scheduled for 
October 25, 2021.

Fairfi eld was called regarding the 
new truck; however, they were closed.

A local plumber has stated he would 
close up the beach house, and it will 
cost the Town $375.

The cone plow was welded onto the 
grader by Brendan Newton.

The new steps for the pit were put in.
Met with Doug Miner regarding 

White Oak Pit, and he indicated a straw 
waddle should be installed rather than a 
silt fence.
Town Administrator Report

No quit claim deed is needed for 
White Oak Pit per Attorney Matt Serge.

Roy will collect the job descriptions 
and provide them to the Select Board.

Finance software has been installed 
except for one module, and Elita and 
Jessica are trained and are utilizing it.

Roy spoke with MTI, the Town soft-
ware company, regarding training.
Correspondence / Signatures

A note was received from Avitar re-

the Beaver Deceivers (BD). He advised 
holding off  on pulling them until he 
could contact DES so as to not violate 
any rules.

Upton spoke with Jason Dudek re-
garding lowering the level of Highland 
Lake as there is a beaver dam upstream 
and Upton would like to measure the 
silt and water temperature. Upton will 
monitor the beaver dams so they do not 
clog the culverts.

Kinney asked who the property 
owner is of the upstream dam and 
Upton stated he was unsure.

Goings requested Upton ask Ben 
to ask the homeowners to remove the 
dam, and Champagne stated they can 
dismantle it stick-by-stick if they are not 
using equipment.

Kinney asked if the best storage lo-
cation is the Transfer Station or White 
Oak Pit, and Champagne responded at 
the Transfer Station.
Wendy Pinkham

Pinkham requested that the Se-
lect Board draw up a Warrant Ar-
ticle to pave Currier Road with a cost 
of $100,000. Champagne stated it is 
cheaper to maintain a gravel road and 
that paving would just be a quick solu-
tion. Champagne also stated there is not 
enough money in the budget to main-
tain the existing paved roads and that 
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231 NH Route 11, Wilmot, NH 03287 • 603 526.2600 • www.FloorCraftNH.COM

CARPET • VINYL • TILE • STONE
HARDWOOD • LAMINATE
• WOOD REFINISHING •

The new year gives you a new 
chance to make your home 

what you want!
CCome iin andd llett us shhow you allll tthheee 
gorgeous options available to trans--
form your space and give it that freshh 
new look yyou were hoppinggg for!

Call us today for an appointment!Call us today for an appointment!

• SAND

• STONE

• GRAVEL

• LOAM

603 977-0146

422 Salisbury Highway
Andover, NH

                 
FARMS & ARTISANS, 
BREAKFAST & LUNCH     

$$200 Vett Bucks,, Doublee SNAPP                
Maskss Required                       

order online from selected vendors by 
Thurs at 7am before market day at the 

Danbury Winter Market page at 
harvesttomarket.com                 

Blizzard Date- following Saturday
Blazingg Starr Grangee Halll 
155 Northh Rd,, Danburyy NH  
603-768-5579      blazingstargrange.org

Feb 5, Mar 5, Apr 2, May 7         
9am-Noon
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Apple right away.
Roy indicated that the State is be-

hind in setting the tax rate.
Attorney Serge is sending draft let-

ters. Two people have been served re-
garding the Cease and Desist, and the 
mortgage is now involved.

A Certifi cate of Insurance was re-
ceived from the person doing the road-
side mowing in a very timely manner. 
Roy will compile a formal vendor list at 
Dudek’s request.
Correspondence and Signatures

Plow contracts were received and 
signed by the Select Board.

School Board
December 7, 2021

Condensed from approved minutes
Board present: Adam Jones, Dan 

Newton, Lisa Burbach, Aimee Menard
Administration present: Mark Ma-

cLean, Randy Wormald, Dennis Dobe, 
Dennis Audet, Kathleen Boucher, Hil-
ary Denoncourt, Beth Page

Public present: Donna Crisp Duclos, 
Caden Heath, Kent Hackmann

Finance Report: Overages within the 
current budget are due to contracted 
service needs.

Public Comment: Mr. Heath reported 
a recent situation where he was recently 
quarantined from school, and he ad-
vocated for changes to the quarantine 
model.

Mrs. Duclos asked about active 
cases at AE/MS and the high school. 
At this time, there have been 15 cases 
at the high school over the past two 
weeks. This number includes both stu-
dents and staff . There have been a small 
number of COVID-positive students/
staff  at AE/MS, but no clusters. AE/
MS held a vaccination clinic as well last 
week for the school and general com-
munity. There will be a follow up clinic 
in January.

Chairperson’s Report: Next Tuesday, 
we are meeting at 5 PM for another 
budget work session. The presentation 
will be on Wednesday, December 15 at 
6 PM in the Town Offi  ce meeting room. 

spring.
Dudek asked if Champagne has 

heard from Jeff  at R&D Paving, and 
Champagne replied yes, they will be 
here during the second or third week in 
November.

Kinney asked at what temperature 
does it become ill-advised to pave, and 
Champagne replied that Andover has 
always paved in the fall as the ground 
is still on the warm side and the pave-
ment has to be 240 degrees when pav-
ing, which Champagne checks during 
the process.

The backhoe has been serviced. The 
water and puddles on the dirt roads 
have dried, so grading will start.
Planning Board

Teach thought she was supposed to 
meet with the Select Board to review 
the Planning Board budget; however, 
was advised she needs to go before the 
Budget Committee on November 10, 
2021.

Teach stated she would like to see 
a temporary replacement for the Plan-
ning and Zoning Administrator while 
she is out on medical leave. Kinney 
asked how many hours would this en-
compass, and Teach replied she would 
have to check with Moyer.
Town Administrator Report

Job descriptions previously request-
ed by the Select Board were received 
from Marj Roy, Town Administrator, 
and Lisa Meier, Deputy Town Clerk / 
Tax Collector.

Goings asked why only one job post-
ing was indicated in The Andover Bea-
con, and Roy replied that the Highway 
Department Supervisor job is adver-
tised in the Kearsarge Shopper. Reed 
replied that she puts them on the Town 
website when she receives the request. 
Dudek suggested adding “Employment 
Opportunities” on the Town website.

Goings asked if the Select Board will 
have access to the software for budget 
season, and the reply was that the offi  ce 
is waiting on MainStay at this point; 
however, it will not be compatible with 

Menard discussed goal setting and re-
viewing goals in April.

Principal’s Report: There are a lot of 
good things happening right now for 
AE/MS students: the basketball team 
is underway, recreation leagues, the 
drama department is preparing for their 
production on December 17.

Dobe spoke of clubs being off ered 
during middle school recess. Dobe 
spoke of challenges for students and 
staff  returning from COVID with some 
challenges which appear to be smooth-
ing out.

The staff /schedule model to support 
RTI services is moving forward well. 
Page reported that the IDEA grant has 
been substantially approved. The bud-
get is in progress. Trimester I grades 
and progress notes have been sent 
home. The annual Title I meeting has 
been scheduled for January 19, which 
will be a remote meeting.

Audet has completed the shed for the 
skid steer; the old shed will be removed 
soon. The heating system is doing its 
job; no more leaks have happened since 
it’s been up and running. The DOE 
came in to review AE/MS’s school 
safety in regards to facility features; we 
passed the inspection with minor ad-
justments needed.

Old Business: Budget timeline was 

reviewed. Tuition agreement updates 
are expected in January.

New Business: JLCH is a Do Not 
Resuscitate policy. GADA is a policy 
prohibiting aiding and abetting sexual 
abuse. It’s requested that the second 
read is waived on these policies. Men-
ard would entertain a motion to approve 
the JLCH and GADA policies, and 
waive the second reading. Dan moved, 
Lisa seconded. All agreed, the motion 
passed.

2022-2023 AE/MS School Calendar 
was presented. This calendar is in line 
with both the Merrimack Valley and 
Concord school calendars. Lisa moved 
to approve the School Calendar for the 
2022-2023 school year, Dan seconded. 
All were in favor and the motion was 
passed.

It was discussed when to re-evaluate 
the stay-open plan in light of changes 
with the COVID virus/transmission 
rate/vaccination rates. MacLean has 
reached out to other districts; 1 out of 
17 districts are coming back to the table 
to re-evaluate their COVID response 
plans. This may be useful for ASD to 
do at some point in the future.

MacLean also discussed home tests 
being acquired, which may be more 
useful than rapid tests. Adams advo-
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Shopping for a new Career?
We’ve got a cartful of opportunities!

If you’re looking for a career that off ers endless opportunities to grow and 
values the unique talents you bring to work, check out a job at Hannaford.

NOW HIRING
MEAT/SEAFOOD CLERKS

DELI CLERKS
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CASHIERS – Now Hiring 15-Year-Olds!
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Give us a call to hear more about the benefi ts. Pay based on experience.
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cated for having this discussion on the 
schedule regularly. Numbers for CO-
VID new contracted cases for Andover 
and the surrounding towns over the 
past 14 days per DHHS data is 1,328 
new cases, which is about 13 times the 
marker (100 new cases) of when we go 
into substantial risk per the stay-open 
plan.

School Board
December 14, 2021

Condensed from approved Budget 
Work Session minutes.

Board Present: Adam Jones, Dan 
Newton, Lisa Burbach, Aimee Menard

Administration Present: Mark Ma-
cLean, Randy Wormald, Dennis Dobe, 
Hilary Denoncourt, Beth Page

Public Present: None
Hilary opened the meeting by dis-

cussing that the only change to the bud-
get (from the previously shared version) 
was an increase in the Physical Educa-
tion teacher’s position increasing from a 
4-day to a 5-day contract. This change 
was based on suggestions from the 
Board at the previous meeting.

The team went through the budget 
and reviewed +/- DIFF:

Andover currently does not have 
a representative on the Lakes Region 
Planning Commission. Someone needs 
to be appointed.

Conservation Monitoring: Derek was 
here and completed his monitoring, Lee 
is in process of setting up a time to do 
Broshek Easement. Sooze has complet-
ed hers.

Correspondence: Nancy received no 
response from Marj re: DES commu-
nication on White Oak. We can ask to 
be cc’d on Town communication with 
DES. Not being cc’d is a missed oppor-
tunity for us to learn or to be helpful.

Received forwarded email from 
Marj that there will be further upgrades 
to the land under the power lines. We 
also received a voice message from The 
Refi nery about a snowmobile trail.

Town Offi  ce/Select Board: Second 
email sent regarding adding Lee Wells 
to ACC member roster, now offi  cially 
on roster.

ACC members: Jesse Schust, Alan 
McIntyre, Jerry Hersey – approved by 
Select Board: sworn in status. Jesse has 
been sworn in. Jerry needs to take care 
of it.

Select Board meeting attendance 
schedule: Third Monday. Jesse will 
cover November 15 at 6:30 PM. Jesse 
will raise being cc’d on logging permits.

Budget 2021 Meeting 11/17: $1,300. 
Jesse has expenses to submit for Derek 
as his monitoring expenses. Nancy and 
Jesse will attend that meeting at 6 PM.

Elita recommends that we send an 
email next Monday ahead of the meet-
ing time. We need to advocate for a 
budget line-item to be in the Highway 
Department budget. We need a com-
mitment that the funds will be used for 
Beaver Deceiver maintenance and not 
used by the Highway Department for 
other expenses.

We have been informed that the 
Highway Department has no funds left 
in this year’s budget for Beaver De-
ceiver maintenance. We will have some 
funds left in this year’s budget. Jesse 
will talk to Marj next week about:

2620; 119 this budget line supports 
the salary of the plant manager and 1.5 
custodians.

2630; 422 impacted by snow remov-
al being handled in-house. The Gaso-
line line will be renamed to Fuel. Shov-
eling the roof on average costs $3,500 
per year.

5120; 830 decrease in debt service, 
Bond to be paid until 2031-2032 school 
year.

5222; 930 it was discussed if food 
service had ever been contracted. The 
Board may study potential situations 
for this area.

Revenue reviewed.
Maintenance Reserve fund dis-

cussed, which is at a balance of approx-
imately $63,000.

Needs for the boiler discussed.
The Board transitioned to reviewing 

a letter presented by Burbach, emailed 
to the fi nance committee by Elita Reed, 
with concerns regarding the budget.

Hilary noted that we have a modera-
tor.

Conservation 
Commission

November 10, 2021
Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Nancy Robart, Tina Cotton, 

Sooze Hodgson, Jerry Hersey, Jesse 
Schust, Lee Wells

News: John Cotton is the recipient of 
the Kimball Ayers Award. In the future, 
the award will be known as the Kim-
ball Ayers - John Cotton Environmental 
Service Award. A plaque will be on dis-
play at Town Hall.

The Award is given for “Outstanding 
Contributions to the Lakes Region En-
vironment” in memory of B. Kimball 
Ayers, Jr. of Moultonborough, “who 
faithfully and persistently worked to 
maintain and improve the environmen-
tal quality of the Lakes Region.” (Taken 
from Lakes Region Planning Commis-
sion website.)

The only other person from Andover 
to receive this prize was Betty Bardsley 
in 1990.

Item line for 1100 obj 112 for $17500 
increased due to supporting PE full 
time.

Item line for Total HS Tuition is up 
$56,000, estimating fi ve students will 
attend a private school.

1210; 124 increased due to special 
education tutoring needs

Salaries of special education re-
viewed. Special education tuition both 
reviewed.

1210; 731 this increase is to represent 
typical spending on this line.

Salaries for school counselor, school 
nurse reviewed.

2140-2190 include contracted servic-
es. These numbers are reduced because 
the IDEA grant is supporting some 
needs in these lines.

Item line 2210; 112 to be removed for 
Salary Mentors.

2321; 311 Assessment to SAU 46, 
ADM and Equalized Valuation dis-
cussed.

12.2% health insurance increase 
discussed. This increase is based on 
previous year’s usage; during COVID, 
not many folks attended their doctor’s 
appointments, but we’re seeing a rise 
in usage recently. The SAU did shop 
around for other providers, but other 
options were comparable. This impact 
is spread throughout the budget.
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When you want the best, choose The Best Team In Town!

Whether you are buying or selling…today’s real estate market is a challenging one 

to navigate with success! Choosing the right real estate professional 

for the job can make all the diff erence!

Here’s what our buyers and sellers are saying about their recent transactions with us!

www.BHGMilestone.com • 603 526.4116
P.O. Box 67, 224 Main Street • New London, NH 03257

Anne Marie is a true professional in every sense of the word. She 
really did work  tirelessly until our house was sold. Over the years 
we have worked with many realtors,  but by far Anne Marie is the 
best. Caring not just for us but for the buyers so everything went 
smoothly and the new owners are happy with their new home. You 
will be very pleased when you choose Anne Marie. A gem, yes re-
ally.   Joe E. & Melissa L.,  Newbury Road, Sutton (Seller)

Anne Marie Appel

Donna Forest

The sale of our vacation home on Maple Street is our third 
experience with Donna Forest. The fi rst two were on the buy 
side and this transaction was on the sell side. Once again, 
Donna was terrifi c in how she handled the process from the 
early stages of guiding us on how to prepare for the sale and 
then during the showings and fi nal contract negotiations.
Donna is very knowledgeable and experienced which is 
helpful when diffi cult decisions need to be made. I like working 
with Donna because she is a good communicator, seeks 
input, provides guidance and she cares about her clients. 
Rob Werge, Maple Street, Sunapee (Buyer & Seller)

Jenna Sievers

 Jenna Sievers is a great real estate agent! She 
helped us start to fi nish on looking at our home remotely 
and in person, then saw us through a complicated escrow 
and closing. Wish we could give her six stars!!
J.T., Bowman Road, Springfi eld (Buyer)

Christopher J. Seufert
Catherine L. Baumann

www.seufertlaw.com
59 Central Street, Franklin, 603 934-9837 • Concord, 224-8672

WE’LL GET YOU THROUGH  IT ©

• Personal Injury
• Civil Litigation
• Family Law
• Workers Compensation
• Divorce

• Bankruptcy
• DWI/ALS
• Commercial Litigation
• Lead Paint Poisoning
• Criminal Defense

SEUFERT 
LAW OFFICES, PA



The Andover Beacon • February 2022 • Page 13

603 735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Beaver deceivers on Elbow Pond Road, expertly maintained by neighbor 
Michelle Lambert, do their job and keep the water fl owing. 

 Caption and photo: Janet Moore

Conservation 
Commission

December 8, 2021
Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Shawn Upton, Tina Cotton, 

Jesse Schust, Lee Wells, Nancy Robart, 
Jerry Hersey, Sooze Hodgson
Email from Marj

Intent to cut forms are not permis-
sion forms, they are tax forms. Intent 
to cut forms are available digitally. We 
can look them up on the DES site. We 
can check regularly. There are also wet-
lands permits on their site.

Insurance is available for volunteers. 
Contractors need to maintain insurance. 
For Beaver Deceiver maintenance, need 
to wear a life jacket and have another 
person observing. Michelle Lambert 
should check with Marj.

Going forward, we need to consider 
DES concerns in regards to mainte-
nance of Beaver Deceivers.

Heaton job is done. Road is suitable 
for a fi re truck to get through.

Town will post on the website that 
we can have reps on the Lakes Region 
Planning Commission.

ACC Membership: Alan stepping off  
ACC. Might be willing to be an alter-
nate in the summer, he will consider it. 
We should let the Select Board know 
that we need another full time member.

We will need to have the website and 
Google account managed. Jesse feels 
he can do some of the website manage-
ment; he will discuss what he and Jenny 
might be able to do. Alan will continue 
to manage the website until January.

Select Board Meeting: Jesse submit-
ted concerns in writing. Shawn will at-
tend the next meeting. We need to let 
them know of the vacancy. We should 
come up with recommendations. Email 
suggestions to the group.

Budget Committee Meeting: Nancy 
went. Our budget is easy. We added 
$2,500 for Beaver Deceiver mainte-
nance. It will be in our budget. Sugges-
tion made that we try it for one year and 
see how it goes.

1. Making sure Michelle is covered 
by the Town’s insurance, and

2. Using our remaining funds from 
2021 to hire Michelle to do some de-
ferred maintenance work in November 
and December on Beaver Deceivers as 
a one-time off er.

White Oak: Nancy has taken pictures. 
Gravel has been put in place to prevent 
erosion, road has been compacted, dirt 
road on other side of sand pile put in. 
Has sand been dumped? Follow up at 
the next meeting with the Select Board.

ASLPT Update (Jesse): CC reps talked 
about diff erent issues.

Wilmot (Liz Harper chair of CC) is 
trying to put together a warrant article 
to protect wetlands. Trying to desig-
nate prime wetlands as well. Trying to 
fi gure out what ordinance will work. 
Perhaps we can work together on devel-
oping warrant articles and getting them 
passed.

Several towns talked about confl icts 
involving town lands.

Shawn is working with DES on re-
moval of Valley Road Beaver Deceiver.

Post the Signs at White Oak: Do we 
wait until Heaton’s work is done? Should 
have someone from reorganized High-
way Department management joining 
us so it is a cooperative project.

Michelle Lambert’s assessment (Nan-
cy): Michelle has submitted the number 
of hours to do deferred maintenance and 
to do regular maintenance. The Town 
does not have any funds in the budget 
for this year. We have requested Bea-
ver Deceiver maintenance funds in the 
past, and they have not been included.

Thanks to Sooze for the article about 
Wolf Trees.

New Hampshire Conservation Commis-
sion (Nancy): Merrimack River Council 
has culvert inventory. There have been 
culverts that have had streams develop-
ing under them and eventually the cul-
verts are removed and a “natural” fl at-
bedded stream is put in place. Might 
this work for Valley Road?
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24 Peabody Place, Franklin, NH
Peabody.Place

“A place for all seniors, we welcome diversity.”

Space is limited, reserve now: 603 934.3718

Feel right at home in our
building expansionnew

New building opens soon!

• Riverside and downtown views

• Private rooms and baths

• 80 year history of service

• Pet-welcoming

• Non-profit and private pay

• No entrance fee

The new Peabody Place Auxiliary group consists of: Front Row: Pam Hannan, 
Co-Chair, Peabody Place Auxiliary and Member Peabody Board of Manag-
ers; Wanda Belyea, Treasurer, Peabody Board of Managers and Philanthropy 
Committee Member; Kathy Fuller, Secretary, Peabody Board of Managers 
and Philanthropy Committee Member; Christine Dzujna, Co-Chair, Peabody 
Place Auxiliary and Peabody Home Corporate Member; Leanne Hamilton, 
Peabody Place Auxiliary Treasurer; Beverly Brewer, Peabody Place Auxiliary 
Director; Linda Finnie, Peabody Place Auxiliary Secretary; Back Row: Chris 
Seufert, President, Peabody Home Board of Managers; Robert ‘Bob” Lucas, 
Vice President Peabody Home Board of Managers and Member Philanthropy 
Committee; Howie Chandler, Peabody Home Executive Director; not shown 
Maggie Lohmann, Peabody Place Auxiliary Director. 
 Photo and caption: Marylee Gorham

Peabody Place Gets Help 
from Newly Formed Auxiliary

Group formerly helped 
Franklin Hospital
Press release

Peabody Place, Franklin, announces 
the formation of the Peabody Auxiliary, 
comprising a well-connected profes-
sional group of women interested in 
promoting and supporting the mission 
of this senior living community in the 
Lakes Region.

Peabody Place represents the tran-
sition of the older Peabody Home; a 
beloved post-war mansion on Central 
Street, where seniors from the area 
could live well, contemplating their lat-
er years with grace and dignity.

This former mill town is currently 
undergoing revitalization and major 
capital investment with the refurbish-
ments of manufacturing buildings, a 
steady downtown infusion of new busi-
nesses, upgraded facades, and real es-
tate renovations that retain the light in-
dustrial vibe of interior brick, high tin 
ceilings, and exposed ductwork.

East on Central, the new whitewater 
park enjoys construction, while west on 
Central the new Peabody will be open 

in late February. Meanwhile, the newly 
formed charitable arm of Peabody Place 
will continue what has always been a 
deeply embedded community resource.

Auxiliary Co-Chair Christine Dzu-
jna has successfully grown the group 
from humble beginnings in 2009, 
starting with a dozen people from her 
church, the Bessie Rowell School, Busi-
ness and Professional Women’s Frank-
lin chapter, and her own neighborhood. 
The group separated from Franklin Re-
gional Hospital when LRGHealthcare 
merged with Concord Hospital.

The Auxiliary historically has a 
strong track record of fundraising and 
has supported many programs in its pri-
or iteration, including Lights of Memo-
ry, Senior Safety Day, Tanger Outlets’ 
Annual Fit for a Cure 5K, in addition to 
hosting the Mom Prom and running a 
wildly successful gift shop which also 
hosted the Christmas In July sale.

Christine Dzujna says “Our Auxilia-
ry worked hard over the years to support 
the hospital and enjoyed every minute. I 
personally look forward to being a part 
of the Peabody Place Auxiliary. They 
say, when one door closes, another one opens. We’re thrilled to lend our skills, 

enthusiasm, and goodwill to Peabody 
Place and look forward to many won-
derful projects!”

Howard Chandler, Executive Direc-
tor, said, “The Peabody Place Auxiliary 
will quickly prove itself to be important 
not just to our members, but to the great-
er Franklin community. Peabody, as a 
charitable not-for-profi t organization, is 
comprised of many parts: our residents, 
their families, staff , volunteers, corpo-
rate members, our board of managers, 
and now we extend a warm welcome to 

the Peabody Place Auxiliary.
“They’re a terrifi c group of dedicat-

ed, energetic, community-minded folk 
who will not only help our residents, but 
will promote our charitable mission and 
support various initiatives throughout 
the Three Rivers region.”

Peabody Place is a private not-for-
profi t 501(c)3 senior living community 
off ering assisted living, hospice and re-
spite care, in addition to memory sup-
port and, in 2023, independent living. 
To learn more about Peabody Place, visit 
Peabody.place or call 603 934-3718. 

Beaver Deceiver Update: Valley Road: 
Shawn submitted a report. He contacted 
Ben Nugent at Fish and Game, who rec-
ommended that he contact DES, which 
Shawn did. Things have ground to a 
halt since then. They have recommend-
ed that we allow it to drain slowly. Risk 
from too much debris and silt washing 
through all at once.

Michelle Dudek is the Select Board 
member involved. Clearing was done 
after the fl oods on December 26, 2020, 
April 16, 2021, and August 2, 2021.

Lakes Region Planning Commis-

Minutes  from page 13 sion: Recommendations for reps from 
Andover?

Wetland Buff er Signage: Shawn can 
ask at Select Board meeting to have 
someone from the Highway Depart-
ment do it with us as a team eff ort. We 
may need to re-measure the buff er. Jes-
se has metal sign-posts – will leave with 
Lee to get the signs drilled.

ACC 2022 Goals: Nancy has a copy of 
Mary Anne’s timetable for ACC. Need 
to make sure that 50% of funds from 
coming out of Current Use comes to us. 
Jesse will check on this with Elita.

Year End Report: Tina will use our 
past minutes to write the report. 

 603 526-7233
 Valleconstrux@gmail.com

 ATTENTION   TO   DETAIL

 Installations

 Complete 
 Chimney Service

 “ PROBLEM   SOLVER ” 

 FULL   SERVICE
 HOME   NEEDS

                &   REPAIRS

 ValleProHomeandChimney.com

 Sweep & Inspections   and   Stove Sales & Service Sweep & Inspections     Stove Sales & Service
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known as the Highland Lake Grange 
Hall.

A decade ago, several East Andover 
citizens (Irene Jewett, Ginny Newton, 
and the late David Jewett, Don Gould, 
and Wanda Walker) were key in raising 
funds and locating resources and vol-
unteers to begin restoration and main-
tenance of this historic building, now 
listed in the National Register of His-
toric Places as part of the East Andover 
Village Center Historic District. They 
managed to add a new basement, im-
proved plumbing, a nifty kitchen, and 
heat.

More recently, Donna Thompson, 
treasurer at the East Andover church, is 
spearheading fundraisers (coff eehouse 
catering, yard sales, bake sales) to fur-
ther restore the Grange Hall, an enter-
prise a structural engineer has estimat-
ed will cost $250,000. It will involve 
new walls, fl oors, roof, and foundation.

Donna plans to apply for grants as 
well. This summer she is hoping to pull 
off  a Scrape and Paint the Grange project, 
a volunteer community endeavor. Any-
one interested in donating time or dollars 
should contact Donna at 603 744-6858.

The Highland Lake Grange Hall is 
a building worth saving – a fabulous 

place for functions ranging from meet-
ings, bridal and baby showers, recep-
tions, speakers, suppers, reunions, and 
birthday parties.

If you’ve never stood on the Grange 
porch, looked out over Highland Lake 
and up at Kearsarge, you owe yourself 
the pleasure. And it’s charming inside 
as well.

One hundred seventy-two years ago, 
citizens of East Andover supported the 
promotion of secondary education by 
building Highland Lake Institute; we 
are grateful that the roots of this ambi-
tious, unique, but short-lived enterprise 
have been preserved.
Postscript

Without Ralph Chaff ee’s tireless re-
search and writing, the history of the 
Highland Lake Grange Hall might well 
be lost. He also wrote East Andover 
and Its People; A History of Andover 
1900-1965; many articles for the Frank-
lin Journal Transcript; as well as his 
monograph about the Grange building 
and other facets of Andover life. 

Highland Lake Grange Hall Built to Provide Secondary Education
Formerly known as the 
“Highland Lake Institute”
Susan Norris
Andover Historical Society

NB: Most of the quotations in this 
article come from Ralph Chaff ee’s 
monograph about this building; some 
are from the school catalog.

Anyone who drives through East 
Andover notes the white church on 
the hill and may even know that the 
quaint, white building next door was 
the Highland Lake Grange. What one 
may not know is the history of the 
Grange building.

It was built in 1850 as Highland Lake 
Institute – the dream of The Mountain 
Club, an East Andover literary group 
who “felt the need to somehow provide 
secondary education for those scholars 
who wished to continue their studies 
beyond the district school.”

Fifty residents signed on, buying 
shares at $5 apiece, each shareholder 
“entitled to vote according to the num-
ber of shares, in all matters in relation to 
the building and locating of said house.”

One hundred shares were sold, and 
one of the subscribers, Joseph Osgood, 
who lived where Kathy and Wyman 
Ordway now live, “volunteered to give 
a plot of land for the new Academy.” 
Building commenced immediately, and 
Highland Lake Institute opened on Au-
gust 21,1850 with an enrollment of 86 
pupils: “45 Gentlemen and 41 Ladies.”

The school catalog from 1850 reads: 
“This institution … is located on the 
line of the Northern Railroad near the 
Ragged Mountains and Loon Pond 
[present-day Highland Lake] in a pleas-
ant and healthy village, free from all in-
ducements to vice and idleness.”

Each of the four terms was 11 weeks 
long. The standard curriculum was 
Latin, French, and English (both “com-
mon” and “higher”). Chirography [pen-
manship— I had to look that one up!], 
anatomy, physiology, drawing, paint-
ing, and music were off ered at an extra 
price. The standard rate per course was 
$3 to $4.

Students could board out with 
“good” families in the area for “seven 
shillings and sixpence to nine shil-
lings per week” or procure “convenient 
rooms, suitably furnished at a reason-
able price.”

In that fi rst year, quite a few students 
came from East Andover, but there 
were many from other New Hampshire 
towns, including Salisbury, Danbury, 
Nashua, Rochester, and Danville, and 
from towns in other states, including 
Fletcher, Vermont and Lawrence, Mas-
sachusetts. The school lasted fi ve years, 
and in its heyday enrolled 143 students 
from 30 New Hampshire towns and 
four New England states.

In 1855 “lack of funds and “declin-
ing interest” forced the closing of the 
school, “never to go again.” One can 
only guess, but one wonders if perhaps 
with the shareholders’ children having 
completed their high school educations, 
support and zeal for The Institute pe-
tered out.

It’s interesting that around the same 
time Highland Lake Institute was es-
tablished (1850), over in Andover, Proc-
tor Academy was also being established 
(1848).

The interest and support of the lo-
cal citizenry in both East Andover and 
Andover to encourage and provide sec-
ondary education for their children is 
impressive.

After its closing, the history of High-
land Lake Institute was long and inter-
esting. For 40 years various teaching 
activities continued on a piecemeal, 
private basis, providing a place for vari-
ous entertainments and exhibits in what 
was now called Academy Hall.

In 1893 it became The Union Hall, 
“a meeting place for the community” 
and was leased to the Grange for its 
meetings. In 1939 the Grange pur-
chased the Hall. In 1991 the Congrega-
tional Church bought the building, now 

re nerynh.com
603 977-0194

4 Mill Road, Andover, NH 

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
available by phone order 
or pick-up in the market

MARKET
Featuring BBQ , salads, 

butcher meats & desserts
Wed - Sat: 12 PM -  9 PM

RESTAURANT
Reserva ons Encouraged
Wed - Sat:  12 PM - 9 PM

TAKE-OUT
Wed - Sat:  12 PM - 9 PM

Kitchen closes nightly at 9 PM

603603

T H E  1 5 T H  !
Please have everything to the 

Beacon by the 15th of each month! 
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Give a Child a 
Brighter Future.
BECOME A CASA VOLUNTEER.

You can make a life-changing difference for a child 
who experienced abuse or neglect. Volunteers are 
urgently needed in your community.

Sign up for a virtual info session today.
casanh.org/concord

For Becky's Gift
Selling quality tack and apparel to 
support Becky's Gift Equine Relief, 
a 501c3 non-profi t with a mis-
sion to assist NH horse owners 
in need.

Open: Thurs-Fri 10 AM–4 PM

Sat 10 AM–2 PM

At The Andover Community Hub, 157 
Main St., Andover NH

Email: linda_s_barnes@hotmail.com

Andover Cooks Share Favorites: Valentine’s Day Cookie Ideas
There are quick, easy 
ways to be creative
Shelley Geoghegan, Beacon staff

Decorating cakes and cookies for 
special holidays has always been a fa-
vorite part of my busy schedule, but 
sometimes I simply don’t have the time 
to go to all that trouble. Over the years, 
I have picked up many ideas to easily 
bake and decorate goodies that look like 
they took lots of time.

During my six years of working for 
The Andover Beacon, and fi nding little 
time for time-consuming and artistic 
baking projects, I have put these ideas 
to good use. The following is one way 
you can bake up some Valentine’s Day 
treats that look gorgeous, with minimal 
eff ort. They taste great, too!
Heart-Shaped Linzer Cookies

For the Cookies: Make a batch of your 
favorite rolled sugar cookie recipe. Di-
vide the dough into two pieces, place 
each piece between two sheets of waxed 
paper, and roll out to 1/8 inch thick.

(If you haven’t already discovered 
this, you can buy bands of varying 
thicknesses that are placed on the ends 
of the roller. They take the guesswork 
out of rolling dough to an even thick-

ness of your choosing.)
Refrigerate the rolled dough on a 

cookie sheet for at least an hour, more 
if possible (or according to your recipe).

Baking and Cutting: Preheat the oven 

according to your recipe. Meanwhile, 
remove the rolled-out cookie dough 
from the fridge and start cutting out 
heart shapes. For the pictured clone of 
a Linzer Cookie, you will need to cut 
out an even number of hearts for the top 
and for the bottom.

This “Linzer” type Valentine’s Day cookie is 
very easy to make using shortcuts. 
 Photo: Shelley Geoghegan

Quick, yet delicious 
and hearty!
Nate and Shelby Nagy
Drake’s Place

During the busy holiday sea-
son, we may have many people 
to feed and little time to do so. 
This recipe came together for 
Christmas morning breakfast. 
It was quick and easy to put to-
gether, yet delicious and hearty! 
Top it with sour cream, salsa, or hot 
sauce.
Drake’s Place 
Breakfast Casserole

1 lb Maple Breakfast Sausage
1 Onion, chopped
3 large or 6 small shredded potatoes 

1 cup cheese, shredded
1 dozen eggs 
(Try Emily’s Eggs!)
¼ cup milk or water
1) Pre-heat oven to 350°.
2) Cook sausage with chopped on-

ions ahead of time and cool.
3) Beat eggs with milk or water. 

Combine shredded potatoes, cheese, 
sausage, and onion.

4) Bake for 45 minutes to 1 hour. Test 
if done by poking knife into the center. 
If it comes out clean, then it’s done. If 
not, cook 10 to 15 minutes more.

Serves 8 to 10 people. You can even 
portion it out and freeze and reheat for 
an easy breakfast.

If you are looking for ingredients 
locally, they are available at Drake’s 
Place, located next to Bear Hollow 
Trading Post and Naughty Nellie’s Ice 
cream, open Thursday through Sunday, 
11 AM to 7 PM. 

Andover Cooks Share Favorites:
Drake’s Place Breakfast Casserole

Drake’s Place’s breakfast casserole is a 
quick and easy, yet hearty, breakfast dish for 
a crowd.  Photo: Nate Nagy

From the batch of top cookies, use 
a smaller heart-shaped cutter to cut 
out the middle section. Save the small 
hearts to bake later in their own batch.

Bake the bottom cookies in a sepa-
rate batch from the top cookies 
with the heart cut-out. This will 
ensure they bake evenly. Follow 
your recipe’s baking instruc-
tions for timing.

Decorating: When the cookies 
are done, and cooled, thoroughly 
cover the top heart cookies, with 
the cutout, with a liberal sprin-
kling of confectioner’s sugar us-
ing a shaker or a small fi ne-mesh 
strainer. Set aside.

For the bottom heart cookies, 
spread a thin layer of seedless 
raspberry or strawberry jam 
almost to the edge. Then, place 
the top sugared hearts carefully 
onto the bottom hearts.

That’s it. You now have a 
very pretty tray of cookies. Place them 
on a red doily on a special dish to show 
them off .

Other Ideas: These cookies can be 
made using other shapes for the top cut-
out. Also, you can use your same cookie 
recipe to cut out heart shapes that can then 
be coated with colored sugar or sprinkles 
before baking for a very easy but pretty 
cookie, or you can dip them halfway into 
melted chocolate and then sprinkle on 
some colored sugar or nonpareils.

Pair them with some strawberries 
dipped in chocolate, and you have an 
easy dessert ready to be gobbled up.

Note to Our Readers: Please share your 
favorite recipes and food photos with us. 
Each month we will publish at least one. 
Start it off  by telling us something about 
the recipe and why it’s a favorite.

How about sending us something re-
lated to St. Patrick’s Day for the March 
issue, or a favorite spring or Easter rec-
ipe for April?

The monthly deadline is the 15th of 
the month prior to the next issue. Send 
your recipes and/or questions to Arti-
cles@AndoverBeacon.com. Thank you for 
your contributions. This is your com-
munity newspaper! 
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Putting the 
power in your 
hands.®
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TOLL FREE 1-866-56-DEPOT LOCAL 603-783-8050
WWW.DUMPSTERDEPOT.COM

SAVE WITH OUR DUMPSTER
DEPOT BUCKS

Like us on Facebook
Dumpster Depot Bucks limit 1 per client on rental or pick-up on any regular priced 

dumpster. Not valid on Roofing, Concrete, or any specialty dumpster rental. Cannot be 
combined with other offers. Must present coupon at time of order. Expires .

Do you have an uncontrollable 
desire to clean your attic, 
basement, garage or start

your home improvement 
project now?

DUMPSTERRENTALS
Cupid’s Arrow

 Strikes Again!

• ROLL-OFF CONTAINERS •  STORM DAMAGE • ROOFING MATERIALS • RENOVATIONS • CLUTTER REMOVAL • YARD CLEANUPS • NEW CONSTRUCTION • HOME CLEANOUTS •   STORM DAMAGE • ROOFING MATERIALS •
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A sampling of the many Artisan gifts available during February at the Andover 
Thrift and Gift Shop.  Photos: Nancie Jacobson

New gifts 
from local artisans
Nancie Jacobson
Andover Thrift and Gift Shop

Valentine’s Day is right 
around the corner, so don’t for-
get that special someone! The 
Andover Thrift and Gift Shop 
is featuring a fabulous array of 
new gifts for sweethearts, best 
friends, or a special teacher, 
health professional, or service 
person who made this past year 
a little easier for you.

Along with a brand-new as-
sortment of Cardigan Moun-
tain Soaps and lotions, we are 
now carrying 100% soy, hand 
poured candles from Irides-
cence of Kim. “Springtime 
Glory,” “Date Night,” and 
“Choco Haze” are just a few of 
the candle selections on display. Wildly 
aromatic and made with natural ingre-
dients, both the soaps and candles will 
make a heartfelt gift.

Both Re-Use Designs and The 
Crafty Fox have a variety of items on 
display for kids, adults, and even the 
family cat, with most priced between 
$1 and $12, including “bottle socks” at 
just $1 that brighten up a water bottle 
and keep your hands warm!

For those who missed out in No-
vember, the handmade, silk-lined me-
rino wool socks are back by popular 
demand. These warm and toasty ankle 
and boot socks come in an assortment 
of great colors for men and women … 
but they are going fast!

And you can bundle up for savings, 
because during February, shop sweat-
ers are two for $5.

Whether you need a new outfi t, a 
gift, or a card, visit the Andover Thrift 
and Gift Shop fi rst and support the non-
profi t Andover Service Club with your 
purchase. The shop is located beside the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School at 

26 School Street in Andover.
The shop is now accepting donations 

of new or gently used children’s cloth-
ing. Interested in being a featured Ar-
tisan with our shop? Stop by or contact 

us for more information at ASCThriftAnd-
Gift@gmail.com. We are booking now for 
spring and summer spaces! 

Thrift and Gift Shop Off ers 
Valentine’s Day Treasures

Along with many other locally made winter-
wear items being sold at the Andover Thrift 
and Gift Shop, you can fi nd unique Bottle 
Socks, designed to cover a beverage bottle 
to keep your hands warm. 

Hub board member Ken Wells unfurls a banner at the Hub’s entrance inviting 
members of the community to “come on in” and help support the campaign 
to raise $100,000 for building improvements.  Photo: Susan Chase

Hub Capital Campaign 
Reaches 60% of $100,000 Goal

Four grants 
from local foundations
Larry Chase
Andover Community Hub

As of January 15, the Andover 
Community Hub’s “Come On In” 
fundraising campaign, announced in 
November with a goal of $100,000, has 
received four grants from local founda-
tions totaling $42,395, according to the 
organization’s board of directors.

In addition to these foundation 
grants, the campaign has also received 
an additional $19,871 in contributions 
or pledges from local residents, busi-
nesses, and organizations.

Aimed at making Andover’s old 
town hall – now the Hub headquarters 
– more user-friendly, more able to with-
stand the elements, and more fl exible in 

its accommodations, the campaign has 
these goals:

• Construction of an access ramp 
from the parking lot to the fi rst fl oor

• Construction of an accessible fi rst-
fl oor bathroom

• Replacement of the badly-leaking 
roof

• Construction of a community 
kitchen

Contributing foundations to date, 
and the amounts donated, are:

From the New Hampshire Electric 
Co-op (NHEC) Foundation, based in 
Plymouth, $5,000 for construction of 
an access ramp. The NHEC Founda-
tion supports charitable organizations 
that are designed to promote health and 
social well-being programs, enrich-
ment programs and/or educational pro-

See $100,000  on page 19

#ImInTheBeacon
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Very supportive 
sponsors made it easier
Pam Cooper
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society 
was pleased to have the 12th annual 
fundraising calendars available in time 
for Christmas. It was quite a learning 
experience to pick up where Pat Cutter 
and Ken Reid left off  in previous years. 
Fortunately, our sponsors were very 
supportive, which made the job easier.

It was a community eff ort and thanks 
go to everyone who sold, delivered, and 
mailed them out. There are still cal-
endars available for $10 at our regular 
spots: Mane Street Salon, Morgan Hill 
Bookstore, the Andover Service Club 
Thrift and Gift Shop, and both Andover 

libraries. Or feel free to place an order 
in the General Store on our website: vis-
it AndoverHistory.org/General-Store.

And a special thank you goes to our 
sponsors: Ragged Mountain Ortho-
paedic and Sports Physical Therapy, J. 
Mac’s Service and Repair, The Andover 
Beacon, Mane Street Salon, Lake Farm 
Realty, Pizza Chef, Belletete’s Build-
ing Products Specialists, J.P. Paquette 
Construction, Andover Community 
Hub, C.A. Miller Plumbing, Bar Har-
bor Bank and Trust, Jay and Robin 
Boynton, Proctor Academy, and the 
Andover Barn and Highland Lake Inn.

If you patronize any of these organi-
zations or see these people, please thank 
them for supporting this fundraising 
eff ort that helps keep history alive in 
Andover! 

Historical Society’s Successful 
2022 Calendar is Still Available

You can still get your copy of the Andover Historical Society’s 2022 fundraiser 
calendar for $10 at Mane Street Salon, Morgan Hill Bookstore, the Andover 
Service Club Thrift and Gift Shop, and both Andover libraries; or online at An-
doverHistory.org/General-Store.

Forty years of conversa-
tions digitized for web
Susan Norris
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society is 
currently organizing our substantial 
collection of well over 100 oral histories 
and video recordings. Bob Norander 
has completed the challenging job of 
digitizing the entire audio collection, 
which will gradually be uploaded to the 
web.

The recordings, which took place 
over the past 40 years, consist of con-
versations with longtime Andover resi-
dents. Here are a few examples:

• Alan Thompson relives working as a 
kid for the Winter Hill Ice Company.

• Ted Hall describes farm life grow-
ing up on Beech Hill.

• John Graves Sr. talks about grow-
ing up on Taunton Hill and roofi ng 
the chicken house for the Bachelder 
farm.

• Katherine Fidler recounts memo-
ries of her grandmother’s Ragged 
Mountain Camp for girls on the 
northern end of Elbow Pond and 
her father’s Ragged Lake Camp 
for boys on the east side of Elbow 
Pond.

• Dorothy Fenton, the paternal aunt 
of Paul and Dennis Fenton, looks 
back on what it was like to be An-
dover’s fi rst high school teacher.

• Jim Hersey remembers growing up 
on the family farm in East Andover, 
the farmhouse with the now-famous 
red door.

The Andover Historical Society will 
continue with this long-term project to 
preserve all of these treasures, both au-
dio and video, and make them available 

for the benefi t of Andover residents, his-
tory buff s, and researchers from around 
the world.

At this time, you can watch a num-
ber of our videos on our YouTube chan-
nel at AndoverHistory.org/YTvideos. We’ll 
be adding to that collection throughout 
the year as we process and upload video 
and audio recordings from our “vault.”

We also plan to create a new section 
of AndoverHistory.org devoted to our au-
dio and video assets. Here’s hoping you 
will take the time to taste our collection 
of stories and videos and savor the past.
History of the Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society 
(AHS) itself came about in 1981-82, con-
ceived and organized by Barbara Upton 
and Dorothy Dunn. Barbara was a new-
comer to town and Dorothy Dunn a life-
long resident. She and Barbara soon be-
come friends, and Barbara recalled, “In 
one of our conversations, she (Dorothy) 
mentioned she would like a historical so-
ciety, and I said, ‘Let’s do it!’”

Dorothy volunteered her husband, 
Jim, who was a lawyer, to do the legal 
work. Barbara confessed, “I didn’t even 
know there was legal work involved.” 
And so the AHS came into being, de-
livered by Barbara and George Upton, 
Dorothy and Jim Dunn, and Kimball 
Elkins. Barbara served as the fi rst AHS 
president.

Within a year, Barbara also started 
the Oral History Project. She attended 
workshops to educate herself in the art 
of interviewing in order to catch stories 
and voices before they were gone. She 
built a library which continued to grow, 
an archive of conversations with town 
residents. She did it, as Barbara put it, 
“so even people who think they don’t 
like history can fi nd out they do.” 

Digital Recording Project 
Preserves Andover’s Past

KEARSARGE
UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALIST
FELLOWSHIP

A Liberal, Open and Welcoming Congregation
Every Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

Feb. 6, 2022: 2: TBD – CREDO Service
Please join us for this special Sunday service in which members of our 
church describe their individual CREDO.
Feb. 12, 2022: 2: Rev. Dr. Mellen Kennedy – In Which Jesus ,
Don’t You Believe?
We’ll take a look at the many ways Jesus has been portrayed.

Feb 20, 2022: 2: Betsy Woodman – Dear Robot, Will You Marry 
Me?
Love, Logic, and Ethics in the Age of Algorithms 
Feb 27, 2022: 2: Rev. Dick Dutton – The Whole Armor of God
Sword Of the Spirit

Services held online. Visit our website for details.
FOR INFORMATION & INQUIRIES: 603 526-8213 – www.kuufnh.org

 www.FranklinOperaHouse.org
or call 603 934-1901 

Franklin 
Opera House

Arts and Entertainment Center

www.FranklinOperaHouse.org
or call 603 934-1901 during office hours

Limited 
reserved 
seating

For best selection 
purchase online

Enjoy the union of classical 
composition and jazz  
innovation ignited with a 
fresh spirit all its own
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Andover Service ClubThis page is
sponsored by Celebrating 61 Years of Service to th e Community

woodcrestvillage.com  |  603 526-2300 | 

356 Main Street, New London, NH 03257

Family is the difference.
At Woodcrest Village, the fact that we are family-owned makes a 
world of difference. The Brenner family started this one-of-a-kind 
community to take care of our own. Then we were drawn to provide 
the same level of care to our neighbors. That’s why you can trust your 
family to ours. Find out why so many area families chose the finest 
assisted living and memory care available. 

Call Bethany at 603 526-2300 to learn more!

South Danbury Church News 
December 2021 – February 2022

Press release
Thank you to everyone who support-

ed and participated in South Danbury 
Church activities in 2021! During the 
year, the church was fortunate to have 
several COVID-compliant events: an 
Easter Sunrise service in April, a Sum-
mer Happy Hour in July, an Autumn 
Happy Hour and Pie Sale in October, and 
a Holiday Happy Hour in November.

Because of COVID concerns, we did 
not have our traditional Christmas pro-
gram and instead gathered outside the 
church on the Sunday afternoon before 
Christmas to welcome Santa Claus for 
a pre-Christmas visit and to receive do-
nations for the South Danbury Church 
Essential Home Goods Shelf” at the 
Danbury Community Center (DCC). 
The (non-food) home goods collection 
began earlier in the year with a suggestion 
from Reverend Gail Kinney, and thanks 
to Kendra Braley, the DCC is hosting it. 
Contributions are always welcome!

During the unpredictable COVID 
surge and February’s wintry weath-
er, please check the South Danbury 
Church Facebook page each week for 
news about Sunday worship services 

and other church events. 
We had such a happy time with 

Santa’s visit in December that (weather 
permitting) we plan to have an outdoor 
Valentine-themed drive-by donation 
event – “Love Your Neighbor” – at the 
church. It will be from 2 to 3 PM in the 
afternoon of Sunday, February 13, the 
day before Valentine’s Day. 

We’ll give kisses (the Hershey 
kind that are gluten- and nut-free) to 
all who stop by to make donations for 
the “South Danbury Church Essential 
Home Goods Shelf” at the Danbury 
Community Center. Everyone is invit-
ed to share love and laughter with us! 
If you can’t join the fun that Sunday, 
donations may be left at the DCC at its 
open hours during the week.

Please contact us if you need a ride to 
attend worship or events. We’ll be happy 
to help. To learn more about the church 
and its activities, follow “Friends of the 
South Danbury Christian Church” on 
Facebook, call or text 603 491-3196, or 
email SouthDanburyChurch@gmail.com.

The South Danbury Church is lo-
cated at 1411 US Route 4 in South 
Danbury.  

grams, hunger programs, cultural art 
programs, and academic achievement 
programs. It was founded in 2006. For 
improved access for all.

From the New England Grass-
roots Environmental Fund in New-
market, $1,000 toward construction of 
an access ramp.

From the Samuel P. Hunt Founda-
tion, based in Manchester, $20,000 for 
replacement of the building’s roof. The 
foundation was created in 1951 for gen-
eral charitable purposes.

From the New Hampshire Land 
and Community Heritage Investment 
Program (LCHIP) in Concord, $16,395, 
also to support construction of a new 

roof. LCHIP is an independent state au-
thority created by the legislature in 2000. 
See the article on page 3 for details about 
this and one other recent LCHIP grant to 
another Andover-based non-profi t.

Commenting on these new income 
streams, Hub board member and treasur-
er (and chief grant writer) Susan Chase 
said: “We are of course delighted to have 
recognition and funding from these well-
known New Hampshire sources of com-
munity support. Our board is committed 
to making the best possible uses of these 
and other donations.”

The campaign continues its out-
reach eff orts in the coming months as 
it broadens its focus to garner support 
from local businesses, organizations, 
and residents.  

$100,000  from page 17

Press release
The New London Barn Playhouse is 

thrilled to announce the season lineup 
of performances for its 90th summer 
season beginning in early June 2022!

In keeping with tradition, the Barn 
Playhouse starts off  the season with the 
64th annual Straw Hat Revue.

Beginning Thursday, June 9, through 
Sunday, June 12, the Straw Hat Revue 
is a chance for you to meet the newly 
minted 2022 Acting Intern Company.

Our fi rst MainStage production of 
the 90th season is A Chorus Line – a 
stunning concept musical capturing the 
spirit and tension of a Broadway chorus 
audition. Memorable musical numbers 
include What I Did For Love, One, I 
Can Do That, and I Hope I Get It. 

A Chorus Line will be on the inti-
mate Barn Playhouse stage from June 
15 through June 26. Don’t miss our fi rst 
full production back on the Barn Play-
house’s historical stage in two years!

Next up … She Loves Me. Amalia 
and Georg are two parfumerie clerks 
who aren’t quite the best of friends, but 
little do they know they are anonymous 
pen pals that have been falling for each 
other! The captivating classic is based 
on the play Parfumerie which also in-
spired the well-known movies The 
Shop Around the Corner and You’ve 
Got Mail. The beautiful and charming 
musical She Loves Me runs June 29 
through July 10.

Running for just one week, our next 
production this season is Boeing Boe-
ing! This 1960s French farce adapted 
for the stage features self-styled Pari-
sian lothario Bernard, who has Italian, 
German, and American fi ancées, each 
an airline hostess with whom he has 
frequent “layovers.” Boeing Boeing is 
a hilarious show that will run July 13 
through July 17 with a bonus matinee 
on Friday, July 15.

Prepare to escape to the Greek Isles 

with our three-week run of Mamma 
Mia! This production on the Barn Play-
house Stage is certain to keep you danc-
ing in your seat! The mega-hit Broad-
way show about a daughter’s dream … 
a mother’s secret … and a trip down the 
aisle you will not soon forget. This mu-
sical is packed with ABBA hits includ-
ing Dancing Queen, Super Trouper, 
Take A Chance On Me, and The Winner 
Takes It All. Be sure to catch Mamma 
Mia! July 20 through August 7.

Next … everybody cut, everybody 
cut … Footloose! The explosive movie 
musical bursts onto the stage with dy-
namic new songs augmenting the pow-
erhouse hits from its bestselling Oscar-
nominated score. Footloose celebrates 
the exhilaration of youth, the wisdom of 
listening to one another, and the power 
of forgiveness.

Footloose performs August 10 
through August 21 with a bonus mati-
nee on Friday, August 19.

And closing out our summer season 
of MainStage productions is Almost, 
Maine. A series of amiable vignettes 
about love and loss, with a touch of 
good-natured magic realism … it’s 
witty, romantic, unsentimental. “Je-
ezum Crow,” you won’t want to miss 
Almost, Maine that completes our 90th 
season and runs August 24 through 
September 4.

Season subscriptions are now on 
sale and can be purchased at NLBarn.
org/subscriptions. Subscribers receive 
many benefi ts, including same seat, 
same night, free exchanges, and 10% 
off  other ticket purchases.

FlexPasses, groups of six tickets to 
be used throughout the season, are also 
available now. Single tickets for the 
2022 summer season will be on sale in 
March.

For more information or to buy tick-
ets, visit NLBarn.org. 

Summer Season ’22 Lineup at 
the New London Barn Playhouse
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Andover Public Library
New Acquisitions

Adult Fiction
At the Heart of Christmas, Jill Monroe
Missing in France, J.D. Mallinson
Blood of Elves, Andrzej Sapkowski
The Last Wish, Andrzej Sapkowski
Sword of Destiny, Andrzej Sapkowski
Dune, Frank Herbert
Dune Messiah, Frank Herbert
Never, Ken Follett
Mercy, David Baldacci
Go Tell the Bees That I Am Gone, 

Diana Gabaldon
The Lincoln Highway, Amor Towles
The Mountain Between Us, 

Charles Martin
Cloud Cuckoo Land, Anthony Doerr
Law of the Land, Elmer Kelton
State of Terror, Louise Penny 

and Hillary Clinton
The Butler, Danielle Steel
Autopsy, Patricia Cornwell
The Midnight Lock, Jeff ery Deaver
The Stranger in the Lifeboat, 

Mitch Albom
Wish You Were Here, Jodi Picoult
The Dark Hours, Michael Connolly
Game On: Tempting 28, 

Janet Evanovich

These Silent Woods, 
Kimi Cunningham Grant

Fear No Evil, James Patterson
Flying Angels, Danielle Steel
Adult Nonfi ction
Pathway to Heaven, 

Helen LaPlante Duchesne
Diff erently Wired, Deborah Reber
Betrayal, Jonathan Karl
Light For The World to See, 

Kwame Alexander
Undo It!, Dean Ornish, MD 

and Anne Ornish
Children’s Books
Escape From Falaise, John Flanagan
I Funny, James Patterson
White Fox, Chen Jiatong
The Beatryce Prophecy, 

Kate DiCamillo
The Never Girls #9 through #13, 

Kiki Thorpe
The Year We Learned to Fly, 

Jacqueline Woodson
Love, Violet, 

Charlotte Sullivan Wild
The Snowman’s Song, 

Marilee Joy Mayfi eld
Daniel and Max Play Together, 

Amy Rosenfeld-Kass
The Nutcracker, Jan Brett
Frozen, Disney

Bachelder Library
New Acquisitions

Adult Fiction
The Anomaly, Herve Le Tellier
Benefi cence, Meredith Hall
Dead by Dawn, Paul Doiron
An Elderly Lady Is Up To No Good, 

Helene Tursten
An Elderly Lady Must Not Be 

Crossed, Helene Tursten
Go Tell the Bees That I Am Gone, 

Diane Gabaldon
God Rest Ye, Royal Gentlemen, 

Rhys Bowen
Great Circle, Maggie Shipstead
Hell of a Book, Jason Mott
The Joy and Light Bus Company, 

Alexander McCall Smith
Mercy, David Baldacci
Adult Nonfi ction
The Chancellor: The Remarkable 

Odyssey of Angela Merkel, 
Kati Marton

Crying in H Mart, Michelle Zauner
Deep Presence: 13,000 Years of Na-

tive American History, Robert G. 
Goodby

Nature’s Best Hope, 
Douglas W. Tallamy

Organic Gardening (Not Just) in the 
Northeast: A Hands-On Month-
By-Month Guide, Henry Homeyer

The Salt Path: A Memoir, 

Raynor Winn
Wild Silence: A Memoir, 

Raynor Winn
The Stars: A New Way to See Them, 

H.A. Rey
There is Nothing For You Here, 

Fiona Hill
Middle Grade/Young Adult
The Beatryce Prophecy, 

Kate DiCamillo
Gone to the Woods: Surviving a Lost 

Childhood, Gary Paulsen
Himawari House, Harmony Becker
The Okay Witch, Emma Steinkellner
The Okay Witch and the Hungry 

Shadows, Emma Steinkellner
Children’s Books
Darling Baby, Maira Kalman
Fluff y McWhiskers, 

Stephen W. Martin
The Guinea Pig ABC, Kate Duke
Have You Seen Gordon, 

Adam Jay Epstein
Make Meatballs Sing: The Life and 

Art of Corita Kent, 
Matthew Burgess

The Mermaid, Jan Brett
The Three Snow Bears, Jan Brett
This Little Baby, Tony Bradman 

and Jenny Williams
Ten Cats Have Hats, Jean Marzollo
Wonky Donkey’s Big Surprise, 

Craig Smith

Andover Libraries Page

Andover Libraries’ 
Winter Newslett er

Book Club, walking, 
and much more
Lee Wells and Priscilla Poulin
Andover Libraries

Happy New Year! We wish everyone 
a healthy, happy, and successful 2022!

We have been working on compiling 
lists of the “Best Books of 2021.” Both 
libraries have compiled a list of the 10 
most frequently checked out books 
from our libraries.

What is especially fascinating about 
these lists is that there is no overlap 
between the two Andover libraries. At 
both libraries, the number two book is 
a kid’s book: At the Andover Library, 
the number two book is Christopher 
Columbus. At the Bachelder Library, it 
is Lego: Star Wars.

We have also compiled lists of books 
that have made several high profi le 
“Best Books of 2021″ lists. We looked 
at lists from newspapers, book stores, 
online booksellers, literary and library 
journals, etc, to compile the lists. We 
will put the books that we own that 
made the various lists out on display.

Stop by to see how many of the “Best 
of 2021 Books” you have read; perhaps 

there are a few you’d like to check out 
and read. Spoiler alert: a good number 
of these books are, not too surprisingly, 
currently checked out, so you might 
need to wait before you can check them 
out. Other books are part of a series, so 
you might be tempted to start at the be-
ginning of the series.

We also wanted to pass on the news 
that Hoopla, our digital media sup-
plier, has started a new program called 
BingePass. When you check out some-
thing that is part of Hoopla’s BingePass 
collection – for now, just magazines and 
the Great Courses collections – the li-
brary is charged for one “borrow,” but 
you have unlimited “borrows” from the 
magazine collection or Great Courses 
collection for one week. They will be 
expanding their BingePass collections 
so stay tuned.

If you scroll down to the bottom 
of Hoopla’s homepage, you will see 
a link for BingePass. Check it out (or 
go directly to HooplaDigital.com/collec-
tion/14617). Please remember that the 
State Library also has a great collection 
of digital magazines on Libby. If you 
haven’t signed up for Hoopla or Libby 

See Libraries  on page 21

Janet Moore, Andover Libraries
When the century turned at mid-

night on December 31, 1999, no tech-
nological protocols and systems were 
overturned, and the world didn’t come 
to a complete stop. But while my fam-
ily was inside watching the ball drop, 
I stubbornly stood outside in the bitter 
cold, wondering if the stars would re-
main in alignment.

To my profound relief, the North 
Star was visible off  the handle of the 
Big Dipper while the sky glittered with 
heavenly bodies: I’ve always found the 
winter sky a clearer window into the 
wonders of the universe.

Not so with astrobiologist Theo By-
rne and his son, Robin, in Richard Pow-
ers’ new novel, Bewilderment. After 
his wife’s untimely death, Theo is left 
to raise Robin on his own, not an easy 
feat with a boy under the sometimes de-
structive spell of an autistic-like brain 
and emotional bereavement. But they 
both love the stars and the clear skies of 
the Great Smoky Mountains.

As Theo tries ever harder to get 
Robin through school without the help 

of psychoactive drugs, he learns of 
an experimental treatment involving 
neurofeedback that sounds promising. 
There’s just one catch: Theo and his 
wife participate in the same friend/sci-
entist’s brain research, and Robin will 
be trained on the recorded patterns of 
his mother’s brain.

There’s just one catch, again. As long 
as the project is funded, Robbie will 
take on all the best traits of his mother. 
As Theo struggles to digest the worsen-
ing news of a president gone mad with 
power, of pandemics, extinctions, and 
fi nally, the withdrawal of his own space 
telescope funding, Robbie chooses 
homeschooling and sets out to detail his 
minute observations. And then there’s 
the fi nal catch. The experimental proj-
ect funding is halted.

If you’ve read Flowers for Algernon 
you’ll know what’s coming. Read Be-
wilderment anyway. The story encom-
passes the full range of human emo-
tions, and, in Theo and Robbie’s story, 
you may fi nd yourself looking up at the 
stars and down into your heart and dis-
covering hope. 

Through the Reading Glasses 
February 2022

The Library Page is sponsored by a Beacon Reader
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yet and need some help, please let us 
know.

The Book Club met on January 26 
at the Bachelder Library to discuss the 
fi rst half of former president Barack 
Obama’s memoir, A Promised Land. 
We’ll discuss the second half at our Feb-
ruary Book Club meeting on Wednes-
day, February 23.

A Promised Land was listed as one 
of the top 10 books of 2020. Good 
Reads describes it as “a riveting, deeply 
personal account of history in the mak-
ing, from the president who inspired us 
to believe in the power of democracy. 
This beautifully written and powerful 
book captures Barack Obama’s convic-
tion that democracy is not a gift from 
on high but something founded on em-
pathy and common understanding and 
built together, day by day.

“Obama takes readers on a compel-
ling journey from his earliest political 
aspirations, to the pivotal Iowa caucus 
victory that demonstrated the power of 
grassroots activism, to the watershed 
night of November 4, 2008 when he 
was elected 44th president of the Unit-
ed States, becoming the fi rst African 
American to hold the nation’s highest 
offi  ce.”

Stop by either library to pick up a 
copy; the Andover Library has an audio 
copy as well. If you’d like to attend the 
Book Club meeting via Zoom, please 
let us know.

Valentines! Do you have fond mem-
ories of a secret admirer or a blind date? 
Did you meet a special person that way? 
During the month of February, stop by 
either of the Andover Libraries to pick 
up a “mystery book.” Both libraries 
will have books in paper bags with a 
minimal description of the book. Take 
a chance and check out a book without 
judging it by its cover! Hot chocolate 
will be served all month at the Bachel-
der Library in East Andover. Go on a 
blind date with a book!

We are still WABL walking. If one 
of your New Year’s resolutions is to get 
more exercise, or if you would just like 
some company when you walk, please 
come join us. Unless the weather is 
dreadful or the roads are way too icy 
and slippery, we leave from the Bachel-
der Library around 10:30 AM on Mon-
day and Wednesday mornings.

If you are concerned about the conta-
giousness of the Omicron COVID vari-
ant and would rather not come inside 
the libraries but would like to check out 
some materials, just let us know and we 
can do curbside service for you. 

Libraries  from page 20

Walter Walker
Andover High School ’49
reprinted from 
the May 2011 Beacon

August 31: Entered Oceanside, Cali-
fornia at 12:15 PM, where I wrote some 
letters, etc. Around 3:30 PM we met 
John Graves. We then ate our evening 
meal and played miniature golf for a 
long time. We took John Graves back to 
his base and hit the sack around 1 AM, 
just a few feet from the ocean.

Thursday, September 1, 
found us up around 9 AM, cov-
ered with ants again. We took 
a dip in the ocean and killed 
time until about 1 PM when we 
had lunch. We then went into 
Oceanside looking for work, 
but had no luck. 

We then picked up Corporal 
Graves. Ate and played golf un-
til we got sick of that, then went 
to an amusement park and later 
to a show. After the movie we 
sat around talking until around 
3 AM, went to bed around 4 
AM, in the ants again!

September 2 found us up and on the 
road by 9:30 AM, driving until we got 
to Riverside, where we went to the em-
ployment offi  ce. We got a job hoeing 
cabbages, and after hunting for a long 
time we fi nally found the place and 
learned we would be working under a 
Japanese woman. Remember, this is 
1949 and not too distant from Decem-
ber 7th and Pearl Harbor, so “Grand 
Canyon, here we come,” says my diary. 

We stopped at 10:30 PM for gas, and 
it was an even 100 degrees! The Olds 
was boiling most of the time, but we 
managed to cross into Arizona at 11 
PM, where it was a bit cooler.

On Saturday, September 3, we drove 
until daylight, which was around 4 AM. 
We pulled off  the road about 50 miles 
from Grand Canyon and slept until 

about 10 AM. We then drove to the can-
yon, where we had lunch and admired 
that beautiful natural “trench.” 

Our car quit on us as we were about 
to leave, but we got it going again and 
headed for Winslow, where we found 
rain. I wrote some letters; we ate and 
hit the road again. Crossed into New 
Mexico at 10 AM.

Sunday, September 4, found us driv-
ing until about 3:15 AM. We found a 
place to sleep a little way outside Al-

buquerque and slept until about 10:30 
AM. We next stopped at Tucumcari for 
gas, got cleaned up, and bought some-
thing to eat. 

We crossed into Texas at 3:30 PM. 
“Hadn’t any more than crossed the line 
when we came up behind a car with an 
old couple in it. The way they were act-
ing, you would think they were teenag-
ers! That’s Texas for you,” says my diary. 

I’m not sure if it was those two old-
timers or us, but for some reason we 
had a tire blowout about 6 PM. We fi xed 
it and drove until a little before 10 PM, 
when we stopped, and after listening to 
the radio for a little while, we went to 
sleep at 10:55 PM.

In the next installment, you will 
meet some of the nicest folks we came 
across during our trip. 

“This is the view we had [of the Grand Can-
yon] while we ate lunch one hot day in Sep-
tember 1949.” Photo: Walter Walker

RReminiscenceeminiscence

On The Road In 1949On The Road In 1949
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Pr eserving Andover’s  
Unique Heritage

www.AndoverHistory.org

800 924.1192 • CapitalWell.com

FOR ALL YOUR WATER NEEDS
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FREE 
WATER TEST

a $  
Value!Approved

Auto Repair

Webster, NH  603 648-2497 Offi  ce • 603 369-0621 Cell

Fenton’s Construction, Inc.
“Don’t Hate It, Rebuild It”

• Renovate
• Repair
• Restore
• Energy Upgrades

603 848-5598 • LFenton_216@comcast.net
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FOR LIFE’S UNEXPECTED INJURIES AND AILMENTS, THERE’S NEW LONDON HOSPITAL EXPRESS CARE.
Nobody ever expects to get hurt or sick. But when it happens, you want to get treated quickly. 
At New London Hospital Express Care, you can see a health care professional, no appointment 
needed, with convenient evening and weekend hours. We’re here for sprains, sore throats, 
ear pain and more. All backed by the state’s number one health system…just in case you need 
us for something more serious. Expert care at your speed. 
Discover more at newlondonhospital.org/expresscare

SOMETIMES, YOUR KIDS 
 HIT THE SLOPES. 

SOMETIMES,  
THE SLOPES HIT BACK.

Highlights from 
December and January
Donna Thompson
Andover Community Church

Happy New Year!
We hope everyone will stay healthy, 

happy, and safe in 2022. Here are a few 
highlights since the last article.

Some of the Andover Church fam-
ily went caroling in the area on Decem-
ber 19. Everyone enjoyed the evening, 
which was topped off  with home-made 
hot chocolate prepared by our own Judy 
Evans. Yum!

The Christmas Eve service was very 
well attended. In addition to many fam-
ilies and guests, we had three special 
visitors who came to sing for us all. Ac-
tually, they were sock puppets and put 
on an amazing musical. The children 
especially enjoyed the show and learned 
all about the “Living Hope,” born in 
Bethlehem. Can’t wait to see what’s up 
their sleeve for next year (maybe even 
Easter – who knows?).

If you missed the puppets, visit An-
doverCommunityNH.org, hover over the 
Community tab, and then click Kid-
zChurch. You can also check out the 
other happenings in the church, too.

A wonderful program called Grief-
Share has recently started. On January 
12, Deacons Kathy Winkfi eld and Nan-
cy Phillips teamed up to host the eight-
week program at the Andover Commu-
nity Hub.

This is a wonderful course for 
those grieving the loss of a loved one. 
The program is free, with a $20 cost 
for the workbook. GriefShare is of-
fered throughout the year. For infor-
mation call the church offi  ces at 603 
735-5160 or see the GriefShare page 

on our website.
Our annual meeting will happen 

on Sunday, January 30, where we 
plan to thank outgoing vestry mem-
bers Alice Grover (Senior Warden), 
Linda McGrail, Linda Wickstrom, and 
Bruce Thompson for serving faith-
fully through a challenging season 
of calling Pastors Bill and Cinnamon 
Blomquist; COVID; and even putting 
down a new parking lot for the church 
and East Andover Preschool. Kudos to 
you all!

We will also welcome new vestry 
members, who include Jef DeMarie, 
Jane Walker, and Larry Reese.

This year we are planning a prison 
ALPHA (a 10-week course exploring 
the claims of the Christian tradition), a 
community family program based on 
arts and crafts and the seasons of the 
church, as well as other exciting activi-
ties in the Andover community.

In the meantime, we continue to 
meet on Sundays at 8 AM (traditional 
service) and 10 AM (with music), live 
and on Zoom. Personal prayers are of-
fered by trained prayer ministers. You 
can see the website for more of what’s 
happening.

On the fi fth Sunday of the month 
we celebrate A Public Service of Heal-
ing, where people are encouraged to 
receive the anointing of oil from a 
priest and prayer ministry if desired. 
All are welcome.

We’d also like to take this opportuni-
ty to remind everyone that the Highland 
Lake Grange Hall is available for rental 
for gatherings such as baby showers, 
birthday parties, and other celebrations. 
Contact Donna Thompson at 603 744-
6858 if interested.

Best to you in ’22! 

Andover Community Church 
February 2022

A program of the 
Andover Community Hub
Larry Chase
Andover Community Hub

Committees of the Andover Garden 
Club have been busy making plans to 
fulfi ll its membership’s expectations of 
increasing horticultural knowledge and 
serving the community through civic 
beautifi cation. Exciting formal and in-
formal educational off erings are being 
planned, in addition to regular business 
meetings, interesting speakers, and spe-
cial trips to plant nurseries, historic gar-
dens, and garden events.

Program-Education Committee 
members Pam Cooper, Christine Dix-
on, Liz Kingsley, Darrell Lockwood, 
Marie Nardino, and Bill Swenson have 
worked hard to develop an exciting pro-
gram calendar for 2022 that accommo-
dates as many Club members and inter-
ests as possible.

The season kicks off  with a seed-
starting presentation with Dave Mur-
ray from Murray Farm Greenhouse in 
Penacook to be held on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 17, from 6 to 8 PM at the Hub. 
Stay tuned for more information about 
other upcoming programs and events; 
to keep up to date, follow us on Face-
Book at AndoverNHGardenClub.

Regular meetings will be held on 
Wednesdays about every six weeks 
from March through November. In or-
der to meet the needs of Club members’ 
varying schedules, times will alternate 
between mid-afternoon and early eve-
ning. Note your calendars and join us 
on Wednesday, March 23 from 2 to 4 
PM; Wednesday, April 27, from 6 to 8 
PM (brown bag supper); Wednesday, 
June 8, from 3 to 5 PM; and Wednes-

day, July 20, from 6 to 8 PM (brown 
bag picnic at off site garden TBA.)

Special workshops, presentations, 
and outings will be held outside of regu-
larly scheduled business meetings. Not 
a member? Join now by emailing Ando-
verNHGardenClub@gmail.com. We would 
love to hear from you about what you 
think about program topics, member-
ship, and schedules!

While the Program-Education Com-
mittee has been hard at work, Beauti-
fi cation Committee members Gisela 
Darling, Anne Hewitt, Gail Parenteau, 
Joan Ryan, Roxanne Shedd, and Jen 
Turner have been exploring possibilities 
for civic beautifi cation and have creat-
ed a long list of locations and seasonal 
themes. Come spring, watch for signs 
of this committee’s and volunteers’ 
growing involvement in town gardens 
and public places.

But, they need help! We all know 
that keeping gardens beautiful through-
out the growing season requires faithful 
watering. Unfortunately, not all garden 
locations have access to water, making 
it necessary to transport heavy jugs and 
watering cans from garden to garden. 
And even when there is a water source 
available, dragging heavy hoses can be 
a diffi  cult chore.

Our solution? A donation or loan of a 
vehicle (a truck with an open bed would 
work) in which a large water tank could be 
placed and a hose attached. And voila! We 
have on demand water. Please let us know 
if you can help or have any other thoughts.

Please consider joining our club and 
helping to further our mission “to con-
nect like-minded individuals; to promote 
civic beautifi cation; and to further the ed-
ucation of members in the fi elds of hor-
ticulture, landscape design, and ecologi-
cally sustainable conservation practices.”

For more information, email Ando-
verNHGardenClub@gmail.com. The club is 
a program of the Andover Community 
Hub, and membership is free. 

Andover Garden Club Shares 
Plans and Schedule for 2022

This page sponsored by The Andover Community Hub
157 Main Street, Andover, NH 03235 • TheAndoverHub@gmail.com

Andover
Community

Church
Sunday Services

8 A.M. Communion
10 A.M. Family Worship

(KidzChurch, Second
Sunday of the Month)

Come as you are!
1 Chase Hill Road

East Andover, NH 03231

603 735-5160
www.andovercommunitynh.org
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Attendees required 
to wear masks
Susan Chase
Andover Community Hub

After a several-week pause in pro-
grams due to the surge in COVID cases, 
the Andover Community Hub plans to 
be open for classes again as of February 
1. The following is updated information 
on some ongoing classes and new of-
ferings. Also see the Hub’s ad on page 
2 for a schedule of February programs 
and services.

Ballroom dance classes will be of-
fered beginning on Friday, February 
11 (postponed from January 14) from 7 
to 8 PM, continuing for 10 weeks and 
including a variety of dance styles in-
cluding swing, waltz, cha cha, foxtrot, 
and tango. Taught by Laura Kiefer and 
Gary Stanhope of Elkins, the fi rst class 
is free to all, and the following weeks 
are on a drop-in, pay-as-you-attend ba-
sis, $10 per person per class. Newcom-
ers are welcome at any class; singles are 
also welcome.

Quilting 101 is an opportunity to 
learn basic machine quilting tech-
niques, taught by experienced quilters 
Katherine Stearns and Brenda Lance. 
The next class is Saturday, February 
12 from 9 AM to 1 PM. Off ered free of 
charge. Participants are asked to bring 
their own sewing machines. To register 
and for other details, email KBStearns@
icloud.com or call 603 491-0826.

A Sound Meditation series contin-
ues on alternate Mondays, February 7 

and 21, from 6:30 to 7:30 PM, providing 
an opportunity to relax and meditate to 
the peaceful sounds of singing bowls 
and soft drumming as an antidote to the 
stresses of hectic modern life. $15 per 
session. Taught by Shelby Nagy, who 
can be reached for further information 
at ShelbyCazier@gmail.com.

Interested in playing cards? There’s 
interest in having a weekly card-playing 
time at the Hub for fun and socializing. 
Those interested can choose a time that 
suits everyone, but for starters residents 
can stop in during the regular Hub Cof-
fee Hour on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 10 to 11 AM to chat with volun-
teer Leland Schneider about the card 
games they enjoy; or you can contact 
him at 970 846-4350.

Yoga classes at the Hub have an em-
phasis on breathing, inner focus, and 
strengthening the body for balance and 
function. Newcomers are welcome to 
join the Friday series already in prog-
ress from 8:30 to 9:30 AM on a drop-in 
basis at $10 per session. For more infor-
mation, contact teacher Maris Wofsy at 
Maris.Wofsy@gmail.com.

The Hub’s COVID policy is to en-
courage anyone attending the Hub to be 
vaccinated and boosted and to require 
that all who participate in Hub pro-
grams wear masks and maintain social 
distance as much as possible.

For details or more information on 
any of the above programs, contact the 
Hub at TheAndoverHub@gmail.com or 
leave a message on the Hub’s phone at 
603 735-5509. 

Andover Community Hub 
Program Lineup for February

Tax-Aide is free, depend-
ing on age and income
Susan Chase
Andover Community Hub

AARP (formerly the American As-
sociation of Retired Persons) is again of-
fering free income-tax preparation assis-
tance to residents of Andover, along with 
free electronic fi ling, with a special focus 
on taxpayers who are 50 or older or who 
have low to moderate income. AARP 
Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest free, vol-
unteer-run tax-preparation service, and it 
operates across the country.

IRS-trained volunteers will be avail-
able at the Andover Community Hub 
on Wednesdays from February 2 to 
April 13. To participate, residents are 
asked to call 802 332-5065 to set up an 
appointment, to learn what documents 
and information they need to have 
available, or if they have questions as to 
their eligibility.

Volunteer Jeff  North has said, “We 
will do any return that is not too com-

plex. Businesses with employees are 
beyond our scope. I’m glad to answer 
questions from anyone who is unsure of 
their tax-return complexity and whether 
or not we can help them.”

The Hub is located at 157 Main 
Street, and the service will be off ered 
again this year with COVID-related 
guidelines in place. When arriving for 
an appointment, residents will be asked 
to remain in their cars, to bring a cell 
phone if possible, and to have a mask 
available. A volunteer will meet them 
outside, interview them, and take their 
documents inside to prepare. Additional 
questions can be asked via cell phone or 
by the volunteer coming back outside.

AARP Tax-Aide volunteers are 
trained and IRS-certifi ed every year to 
make sure they know about and under-
stand the latest changes and additions 
to the tax code. For more information 
about TaxAide and what kinds of re-
turns can be prepared and what can’t, 
you can check AARP.org/money/taxes/
aarp_taxaide/.

Hub Off ers AARP Income Tax 
Preparation Assistance

AE/MS and Town distribute gift cards
Larry Chase
Andover Community Hub

What an amazing response we got from this generous community during the 
holidays! Through the Hub’s second annual Giving Tree project in December, 
over $6,100 was collected for people in need in Andover via 161 donated gift cards 
for groceries, gas, household needs, etc.

The gift cards collected were passed along mostly to the staff  at AE/MS, with 
some going to the Town Offi  ce, to share with folks they know are struggling. By 
comparison, the initial Giving Tree project in 2020 attracted just shy of $5,000.

A special shout-out goes to JJ’s Market and Deli for collecting gift cards at the 
store in Andover Village, posting a fl yer, and allowing informational handouts on 
the counter by the cash registers. JJ’s was also the drop-off  location for the Andover 
Turkey Trotters who donated several hundred dollars’ worth of gift cards early on.

What a huge blessing for many local families! These gift cards will be given 
throughout the winter as families need them. Thank you to everyone involved, 
and best wishes for a healthy and happy new year! 

Hub’s Giving Tree Project 
Raises Over $6,100 in December

~ FULLY INSURED ~

30 years of Quality, Service & Integrity

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

603 768-3308
603 387-9683

website: Lavorgna-Construction.com
email: John@Lavorgna-Construction.com

193 Main Street, Andover193 Main Street, Andover Call ahead:  Call ahead: 735-5406735-5406
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The winner of the 2021 Andover Fish and Game Deer Pool, Albert Morgan, is 
seen with his prize of a Winchester .308 Bolt Action Rifl e. 
 Photo: Tanja Cloutier

Fish and Game Club 
accepting new members
Rich Gross
Andover Fish and Game Club

The winner of the 2021 Andover Fish 
and Game Club Deer Pool was Albert 
Morgan with his 224-pound 10-point 
buck. The prize for fi rst place was a 
Winchester .308 Bolt Action Rifl e.

There were 31 deer registered, out of 
which 10 hunters won prizes, plus there 
were two Lucky Drawings. Congratu-
lations to all who participated.

The total results are as follows:
• 1st: Albert Morgan, 224 lbs, 10 pt
• 2nd: Ken Lepage, 214 lbs, 8 pt
• 3rd: Lucas Benoit, 208 lbs, 8 pt
• 4th: Robin Gowing, 206 lbs, 8 pt
• 5th: Bill Mock, 197 lbs, 10 pt
• 6th: Carol Morgan, 194 lbs, 10 pt

• 7th: Darren Gove, 191 lbs, 8 pt
• 8th: Patrick Mead, 185 lbs, 8 pt
• 9th: Gary Currier, 175 lbs, 8 pt
• Average Weight: Shawn Adams, 

156 lbs, 8 pt
• $75 Lucky Drawing, George French 

Sr.
• $50 Lucky Drawing, George French
After hunting season ended, a holi-

day party was held, complete with a 
pot luck supper, Yankee Swap, thank-
you speeches, and the presentation of 
plaques of appreciation.

The club is always accepting new 
members. Dues are $10 per year, and 
meetings are on the last Tuesday of 
each month at the Fish and Game Club 
on Route 11 in Andover. Contact Gor-
don Ordway for more information at 
Gordy03230@yahoo.com. 

Deer Pool Winner Albert Morgan 
Takes 224-Pound 10-Pointer

Deadline to apply is Friday, April 22
Mary Phinney, Andover Service Club

The Andover Service Club is pleased to announce that the application pro-
cess for the 2022 Scholarship awards has begun. Awards are based on academic 
performance, character attributes, and community involvement, and not on fi -
nancial need.

Graduating seniors and adults entering or continuing their education at a col-
lege or professional or technical school are eligible to apply. Scholarship applica-
tions are available at the Andover Elementary/ Middle School, Proctor Academy, 
and Merrimack Valley High School. Applications may also be obtained by con-
tacting Mary Phinney at 603 735-5599 or downloaded at AndoverBeacon.com/ASC-
Scholarship.

To be eligible for a scholarship, applicants must have a close tie to the town of 
Andover. Details of the residential requirements are available in the application 
packet. All applications and supporting material must be postmarked by Friday, 
April 22, in order for the application to be considered. 

Application Process for 2022 
Service Club Scholarships Begins

Highland Lake; 6 AM to 1 PM; registration 5
Rich Gross, Andover Fish and Game Club

The fi fth Andover Fish and Game Club’s Trout Ice Fishing Derby will take 
place on Highland Lake in East Andover on Sunday, January 30. The derby runs 
from 6 AM to 1 PM. Registration starts at 5:30 AM at the Clubhouse.

This derby is for everyone and will be split into an Adult Division and Junior 
Division. The fee is $10 for adults and $5 for kids 15 and under. Money and prizes 
will be awarded to the heaviest Brook or Rainbow trout in each division.

Everyone who enters the derby has a chance to win a door prize. We would 
really like to thank the Tackle Shop in Newbury for their help in organizing and 
making these prizes possible. For volunteers who would like to help at the club-
house, or questions, call 603 768-3302. 

Trout Ice Fishing Derby Takes 
Place on Sunday, January 30

                                                                 
                                                                                 

                                                                                          

THE ANDOVER THRIFT & GIFT SHOP 
Excellent Quality Women’s & Children’s Clothing & Jewelry          

 

                               February Sale: SWEATERS 2 for $5.00! 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10-4 PM 
Saturday 10-2 PM 

Located beside the Andover Elementary/Middle School   
735-5269

Infant & 
Toddler 

Donations 
Needed 

LOCAL 
CRAFTS! 

• Residential and Commercial 
Sitework for 44 Years

• Road Building / Driveways
• Forest to Field conversion
• Pond Creation

• Lot Clearing
• Sand, Gravel, Loam & Stone 

Products
• Portable Rock Crushing & 

Hammer Work

Kenneth Clarke 53 Pinnacle Road • Wilmot, NH 03287

Scytheville Row
Suite 202

75 Newport Road
New London, NH 

 526-7777
erctax.com

Taxation 
Professionals
Individuals & Business
Federal and All States

Guaranteed Accurate  
Year-around Support

IRS & State Tax Problem Resolution

I N C O M E  T A X P R E P A R A T I O N

CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C
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Condensed from draft minutes.
The year ends in fi ne shape for our 

trail and our Board.
Board Attendees: Alex Bernhard, 

Amy Chan, Barbara Couturier, Steve 
Darling, George Heaton, Lindy Heim, 
Dustin Ladd, Charles Martin, Myra 
Mayman, Ricker Miller, Don Moyer, 
Chris Norris, Peter Southworth.

Guests and Committee Members:
Audry Barriault (Sanborton, Lakes Re-
gions Ebike); Craig Heim.
Business Matters

Treasurer’s Report: Dustin Ladd’s 
report covered past, present, and fu-
ture fi nancial scenarios, which show 
substantial balances at the ready to 
be expended for future maintenance, 
improvement, and trail-building proj-
ects. See reports on specifi c projects 
below.

The creation of our yearly budget 
is underway. Committee chairs are 
submitting estimates of expenses and 
infl ows, which will be aggregated by 
Dustin for discussion at an Administra-
tion and Finance Committee meeting in 
January, prior to presentation to the full 
Board soon thereafter.
Committee Reports

Trail Building and Maintenance Com-
mittee: Don Moyer’s PowerPoint slides 
summarized the many maintenance 
projects and people that are at the heart 
of our Trail enterprise. Given win-
ter weather, most of the projects are 
in abeyance until spring. But winter 
weather also brings special needs for 
Trail-clearing, enlisting our many vol-
unteers as well as snowmobile clubs – 
all much appreciated!

Much of Don’s presentation focused 
on projections for the next year. Ex-
penses can be inferred from two com-
ponents: extrapolations forward from 
“ordinary” maintenance totals in the 
past, such as mowing, ditching, and 
clearing; and specifi c improvement 
projects already committed for the near 
future, or realistically envisioned.

Overall, these projections include 
fi ve sites in Grafton County, for 
which plans and funds are in place; 
applications for new Recreational 
Trails Program (RTP) grants; and the 
construction of the long-awaited Trail 
extension in Boscawen. See more dis-
cussion below.

Another aspect of the discussion was 
consideration of how to cope with “con-
tingency” funds. These are budgeted 
to cover unexpected cost or scope in-
creases in projects; and in fact, are of-
ten required to be provided by grantees 
(such as FNRT) in grant applications. 
Whether and how to formalize such a 
need in FNRT budgets will continue to 
be considered.

Administration and Finance Commit-
tee: Craig Heim off ered a new idea to 
the Board: an FNRT Capital Cam-
paign. Initial discussion ranged widely 
over the experience of other non-profi ts 
as well as the various possibilities and 
problems a Capital Campaign could 
pose for FNRT. The issue will be kept 
in mind for more discussion.

The Committee will meet next, as is 
its practice, one week before the sched-
uled Board Meeting, so as to anticipate 
and digest issues for the Board at the 
monthly meeting on January 19. On 
January 12, the preparation of a year-
ly budget will be the principal agenda 
item.

Marketing and Promotion, and Tech-
nology Committees: These committees 
go forward in their work, without spe-
cifi c report.
Other Developments

Boscawen Extension: Approvals of 
the necessary agreements among vari-
ous parties – NHDOT, the Governor’s 
Council, PanAm Railways, and FNRT 
– continue to move toward closure.

With the prospect of building a 
Trail extension in Boscawen now ever-
closer to fruition, the FNRT is grateful 
to have had funds on hand for many 
months to immediately cover purchase 
of the right-of-way and the building of 
the Trail. The generous donors in this 
eff ort, and eager Trail users, can look 
forward to progress this year.

Grant from RTC: A recent public an-
nouncement by the National Rails-to-
Trails Conservancy (RTC) highlighted 
FNRT’s winning proposal for a grant 
to cover fi ve high-priority resurfacing 
projects in Grafton County.

RTC’s Trail Grant Program empha-
sizes strategic investments that support 
signifi cant regional and community 
trail development goals – often provid-
ing funding for projects that are small 
in scope and scale and can be hard 
to fi nance within traditional funding 
streams. These projects are essential to 
building, maintaining, and managing 
the trails that communities rely upon 
for recreation, transportation, and eco-
nomic vitality.

The FNRT is grateful for and proud 
of this award and recognition.

New Trail Count Project: Following on 
FNRT’s existing initiative to count us-
ers at various sites, we are happy to an-
nounce participation in a six-state Trail 
Count Collaborative, whose funding 
apparatus is managed by the University 
of Connecticut. FNRT has put in a re-
quest for new traffi  c counters, docking 
stations, and other equipment as part of 
the State of New Hampshire request, 
and we eagerly await the result of the 
grant process. 

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
Minutes, December 15, 2021

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail • The Tr ail…Get On It!

colby-group.com | The Gallery, 276 Newport Rd., Suite 211, New London, NH

Experience the ease and confidence that comes with working with a 
Colby Insurance Group agent.  We’ll customize an insurance plan that will provide  
financial security and protect your lifestyle. Put our expertise to work for you. 

Call today - 800 392-6532

Wilmot Public Library
Lecture Series

Dee Ganley, author and dog trainer

Ganley, author of "Changing People, 
Changing Dogs: Positive Solutions 
for Working With Dogs," and Flip 
will visit the library to share their 
wisdom on communication between 
dogs and their handlers.

Fri., February 11 at 6 P.M.
11 North Wilmot Road, Wilmot. 

Yard Work and Odd Jobs

Caden Heath
603 481-1823

• • • • • • • •

Subscribe to the Beacon!
For $30 you can have the Beacon mailed to any US address. 

We’ll even switch between your seasonal and regular addresses.
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Andover’s Pecco Beau-
fays retires from board
Press release

The Granite Foundation recently 
partnered with the Foundation for New 
Hampshire Community Colleges to 
endow a $25,000 scholarship. The fi rst 
award(s) will be made to students in the 
2022-2023 academic year.

The new Granite Founda-
tion Scholarship Fund provides 
scholarship assistance to full 
or part-time students attending 
any of New Hampshire’s seven 
community colleges. Eligible 
students must be New Hamp-
shire residents, demonstrate fi -
nancial need, and have a mini-
mum 3.0 GPA after completing 
at least one semester of college.

“Our partnership with the 
Foundation for New Hampshire 
Community Colleges feels like a 
real ‘win-win’ for students across 
New Hampshire. Our shared 
goal is to provide access and fi -
nancial assistance for students to 
complete their chosen courses of study,” 
said Granite Foundation Board Member 
Sooze Hodgson, an Andover resident.

Founded in 2017, the Granite Foun-
dation provides scholarships to New 
Hampshire students who pursue techni-
cal and vocational training at any of New 
Hampshire’s seven community colleges.

“We are honored to be the recipient 
of this generous investment and pledge 
to be good stewards of these funds in 

perpetuity,” said Tim Allison, execu-
tive director of the Foundation for New 
Hampshire Community Colleges

The Foundation for New Hampshire 
Community Colleges provides greater 
access to educational opportunities 
through fi nancial assistance for student 
scholarships, program development, 
and enhancements to facilities across 

New Hampshire’s seven community 
colleges. The Foundation actively seeks 
contributions from public and private 
sources to create scholarships and pro-
gram partnerships that prepare students 
for in-demand, skilled jobs to meet the 
needs in the workforce.

To learn more about supporting 
New Hampshire’s community college 
students, visit GiveNHCC.org and Granite-
Foundation.net. 

Granite Foundation Establishes 
Community College Scholarships

The Granite Foundation partners with the 
Foundation for New Hampshire Community 
Colleges to start an endowed scholarship 
fund. Shown are Elliott Hale, Granite Founda-
tion board member; Lisa Clark, Foundation 
for New Hampshire Community Colleges; 
Sooze Hodgson, Granite Foundation board 
member, and Holly Walker, Granite Founda-
tion board member. 

The shelter will be 
open again soon
Jeff LeBlanc, Franklin Animal Shelter

The Board of Directors of the 
Franklin Animal Shelter is pleased to 
announce that we have hired a new 
Shelter Manager to oversee operations. 
After reviewing various candidates, 
the Board has unanimously promoted 
Krista Hebert to the position of Shelter 
Manager. Previously, Krista was serv-
ing as Interim Shelter Manager while 
the search was being conducted.

Krista has always had a love for all 
kinds of animals. In 2017, she began 
her journey working in animal care as 
a volunteer. Months later she became a 
part-time employee and eventually took 
the position of Animal Caregiver Su-
pervisor at the Shelter.

During this time, she became very 
familiar with the policies and proce-
dures required to successfully run the 
Shelter, making her an ideal choice to 

step into the role of Shelter Manager.
Krista is continuing her education 

by taking online classes at Great Bay 
Community College towards a Veteri-
nary Technician degree with a minor in 
nursing. On her own time, she has stud-
ied animal behavior, dog training, cat 
training, pet sitting, logo design, web 
development, and videography.

As Interim Shelter Manager, Krista 
rallied the Shelter staff  to help many 
animals when a bout of sickness went 
through the shelter. After much hard 
work by the staff , many sick kittens were 
saved and will soon be ready to be sent 
out to their forever homes. It is this type 
of dedication that made Krista the clear 
choice for the role of Shelter Manager.

The Shelter expects to announce 
soon that we will again be open to the 
public. We encourage members of the 
community to visit us in person after 
we announce that we are open and give 
their regards and well wishes to Krista 
and the Shelter staff . 

Franklin Animal Shelter 
Hires New Shelter Manager

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITALPLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Tim Sileo, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff , D.V.M.

242 Elkins Road • Elkins, New Hampshire
Tel.: 603 526-6976 • Fax: 603 526-2938

720 Main Street • Andover
Scott Palmer 603 526-9528 Phil LeBrecht

S&P AUTO

Volunteer!
The Beacon is a non-profi t organization that relies on volunteers for almost 

everything. Please do your part to keep our community newspaper going strong.



The Andover Beacon • February 2022 • Page 27

603 735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

OBITUARIES
B  W  B , 

of Durham, North Carolina, 
passed away on December 19, victim of 
an automobile accident.

Bowen was a brilliant, dedicated 
young man 
with a kind, 
kind soul and 
a spectacular 
sense of hu-
mor. He liked 
to say that he 
was at his 
very best when swimming against a 
hard current. He loved fl y fi shing, espe-
cially on Pleasant Lake in New London 
and with his dad on the South Holston 
River in Tennessee. He loved hanging 
out with his older brother, Mackin.

He was skilled in photography and 
digital art and was an avid reader. He 
had just closed on his fi rst house, fi lled 
with his growing art collection, that he 
shared with his rambunctious, joyous 
labradoodle Gilly.

Born on March 16, 1995, Bowen 
moved with his family from Lake For-
est, Illinois to Durham in 2002. He at-
tended The Hill Center, Durham Acad-
emy, and Trinity School of Durham and 
Chapel Hill. For high school he spent a 
year at The Salisbury School in Con-
necticut, fi nishing with three years at 
Proctor Academy in Andover, New 
Hampshire.

Bowen had a spectacular career at 
Proctor, as captain of the varsity golf 
team, editor of the yearbook, actor in 
seven theater productions and director 
of one, and with election to Assistant 
School Leader his senior year. He loved 
his semester abroad in Segovia, Spain, 
which he captured in a stunning set of 
images. During high school summers, 
he also caddied at Sankaty Head Golf 
Club on Nantucket, where he found 
special beauty and joy.

Bowen attended Elon University and 
The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, where he developed a pas-
sion for software development. That led 
to his serving as teaching assistant for 

H  W. G  J , 
78, passed away peacefully at his 

home in Cerritos, California, with his wife 
Violet at his side on December 28, 2021. 
He was born on September 13, 1943. Be-
loved son of the late Homer and Sophia 
Guillemette. Cherished brother of Ruth 
Mahoney (Thomas) of West Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, Kenneth Guillemette of 
Andover, New Hampshire, Carole Bai 
of Gardner, Massachusetts, and the late 
Kathy and Kevin Guillemette.

Uncle of Christine, Erin, Kim, and 
Debbie. Born and raised in West Rox-
bury, Homer graduated from Catholic 
Memorial in 1961 and continued his 
education at Wentworth Institute. After 
college, Homer served his country as a 
Paratrooper with the Army’s 82nd Air-
borne Division in Vietnam.

Upon completing his service, he re-
sided in California for over 50 years, 
working as an engineer for Los Ange-
les Port Authority. Services with mili-
tary honors were held on January 20 
followed by interment in the National 
Cemetery in Riverside, California.

D  “D ” H. O’N , 
of Sunapee, died peacefully at 

Woodcrest Village in New London on 
January 4, 2022, at the age of 66, sur-
rounded by his family and long-term 

companion, Sharon Chase.
Daniel, the loving son of Gladys E. 

(Montgom-
ery) O’Neil 
and John J. 
O’Neil of 
M e l r o s e , 
M a s s a chu -
setts, was 
born on July 
12, 1955, in Boston at St. Mary’s Hospital. 
He spent many summers with his family 
on Prince Edward Island (PEI) and at-
tended PEI’s youth hockey programs.

Daniel graduated in 1973 from Mal-
den Catholic High School located in 
Malden, Massachusetts and went on to 
take courses at both Massachusetts Col-
lege of Pharmacy and Bunker Hill Col-
lege in Boston. In 1986, he left his fi rst-
owned home in Saugus, Massachusetts 
and moved his family to Wilmot, New 
Hampshire.

Daniel was a collection agent who 
worked at Hayt Hayt and Landau in 
Massachusetts before owning Hol-
lis Associates in Wilmot, a collection 
agency for many local small business-
es, and then for Lake Sunapee Savings 
Bank in Newport.

Daniel was a sports enthusiast. He 
spent many weekends watching golf 

two courses, Full Stack Development 
and Data Analytics and Visualization, 
at UNC’s coding bootcamp. There he 
caught the eye of an Epic Games ex-
ecutive who hired Bowen as a full stack 
engineer. He was so engaged with his 
work that he decided to postpone fi nish-
ing his degree, instead continuing his 
education with online courses through 
the Harvard Business School and MIT 
Sloan Executive Education.

This August, Bowen took on a new 
role as full stack engineer with Menlo 
Park, California-based TapResearch. 
While he was able to work remotely, 
he reveled in the opportunity to trav-
el to San Francisco in October for a 
week of team building with his fellow 
engineers.

Bowen was adored by his mother 
and father, Michelle and Brad Brinegar, 
and brother Mackin Brinegar, all of 
Durham. The timing of his passing is 
especially sad because no one loved and 
celebrated Christmas like Bowen.

Bowen was predeceased by his 
grandparents, Merle and Della Brin-
egar, and Alfred and Mary Alice Man-
sfi eld, all of Lake Forest. He also leaves 
behind fi ve aunts and uncles and twelve 
cousins across the country.

Anyone wishing to celebrate the 
bright light that Bowen brought to our 
world and support his legacy of caring 
and giving to others is encouraged to 
contribute to funds that the family has 
established in his memory.

You can support the Bowen Brin-
egar Student Scholarship Fund at The 
Hill Learning Center in Durham online 
at HillCenter.org/make-a-gift/, by mailing 
a check to Hill Learning Center, 3200 
Pickett Road, Durham NC 27705, or by 
calling 919 719-7559.

Or you can support The Bowen Brin-
egar ’14 Performing Arts Theater Fund 
at Proctor Academy online at ProctorA-
cademy.org/bowen-brinegar-14-perform-
ing-arts-theater-fund or by mail to PO 
Box 389, Andover NH 03216.

For online condolences, visit Hall-
Wynne.com.

See Obituaries  on page 28

Virtual Grief Support 
A safe place of compassion and confidentiality 

Newly Bereaved Widows Group

Widow to Widow Group

Bereavement Check-In

For women who have experienced the loss 
of their husband within the last year. 

2nd & 4th Thursday of every month; 10:00-11:00 am 
 
 
 

For widows in any stage of grief; 
newly bereaved widows welcome. 

1st Monday of every month; 3:30-5:00 pm 
 
 
 

For men and women who are 
experiencing a loss of any kind. 

3rd Wednesday of every month; 4:00-5:00 pm 
 

Attend once, multiple times or as needed. 
If interested, contact Elizabeth Gantner at 

egantner@lakesunapeevna.org 

LakeSunapeeVNA.org
Chadwick Funeral Home: 603 526-6442 • www.ChadwickFuneralService.com

ChadwickFS@tds.net or Hafner@tds.net
Newton-Bartlett Funeral Home: 603 863-2113 or NewtonBartlett@myfairpoint.net

Chadwick Funeral and Cremation ServiceChadwick Funeral and Cremation Service

Charles, Marion (Chadwick), and Dan HafnerCharles, Marion (Chadwick), and Dan Hafner

Please ReconsiderPlease Reconsider
If you have prearranged to have nothing done at the time of your death If you have prearranged to have nothing done at the time of your death 

or if you are making arrangements for a loved one please consider doing or if you are making arrangements for a loved one please consider doing 
something.  Give family and friends a chance to gather and share stories, something.  Give family and friends a chance to gather and share stories, 
songs, hugs and just being together.  It doesn’t have to be long and formal songs, hugs and just being together.  It doesn’t have to be long and formal 
but it’s nice to give people the opportunity to get strength from each other. but it’s nice to give people the opportunity to get strength from each other. 

We would be happy to help you explore the possibilities and brainstorm We would be happy to help you explore the possibilities and brainstorm 
about diff erent ideas.  Gathering together really is an important step on about diff erent ideas.  Gathering together really is an important step on 
the road to healing.  Please make sure that you give yourself and others the road to healing.  Please make sure that you give yourself and others 
the opportunity to acknowledge the life of a loved one by having a service, the opportunity to acknowledge the life of a loved one by having a service, 
celebration or visiting time.  We are here to give you support and guidance. celebration or visiting time.  We are here to give you support and guidance. 
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and New England’s sports teams. As 
a child and adult, he played on various 
hockey teams and went on to volunteer 
for the Kearsarge Youth Hockey Asso-
ciation in Andover. He was a golf caddy 
and an avid golfer at Mount Hood Golf 
Course in Melrose, Massachusetts and 
at Lake Sunapee Country Club in New 
London.

Not only was Daniel a sports enthu-
siast, but he was also a devoted friend 
to both people and animals alike. From 
a young adult to his later years, he was 
always in the company of a pet whether 
it needed rescuing or ongoing medical 
care. Most importantly, Daniel’s out-
ward sense of humor was far surpassed 
by his sentimental heart. His friend-
ships lasted decades, and his family 
mattered most to him as evidenced by 
the collection of mementos he kept over 
the years.

Daniel is predeceased by his parents, 
Gladys E. (Montgomery) O’Neil and 
John J. O’Neil of New London.

Surviving family members include: 
his daughter, Heather L. (O’Neil) 
DiFonzo, and her husband, Michael 
A. DiFonzo, along with his fi rst grand-
child, Areielle R. DiFonzo, of Peabody, 
Massachusetts; his son, Christopher D. 
O’Neil, of Farmington, New Hamp-
shire; his sister, Linda M. (O’Neil) 
Brenner, and her husband, Gary S. 
Brenner, of New London; his niece, 
Bethany L. Brenner, and her partner, 
Richard L. Stevens III, of Concord; and 
nephew, David J. Brenner, and his wife, 
Deborah M. (Panza) Brenner, along 
with his twin grand-nephew and grand-
niece, Matthew J. Brenner and Katelyn 
R. Brenner, of Concord.

In remembrance of Daniel, the fam-
ily will be having a private celebration 
of life service. In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial donations can be sent to the Catho-

lic Charities of Boston.

M  E. F , 76, passed 
away peacefully at home, sur-

rounded by love on January 9, 2022. 
She had a life well-lived and well-loved.

She was born on July 1, 1945 in 
Franklin, the 
daughter of 
the late Mau-
rice and Mar-
tha (Granai) 
Ford.

She began 
her career as a teacher in Salem, New 
Hampshire. Marilyn worked for many 
years for the State of New Hampshire, re-
tiring in 1996. During her retirement, she 
worked part-time at several places includ-
ing Danbury Elementary School, Andover 
Post Offi  ce, and Lake Farm Realty.

She grew up in Danbury and always 
considered it her home. She graduated 
from Bristol Memorial High School 
and received her degree in Education 
from Plymouth State College.

One of her proudest achievements 
was being inducted this summer into 
the Newfound Athletics Hall of Fame 
as part of the 1959-1960 Girls Basket-
ball Team. She’s probably one of the 
few fi ve-foot-tall basketball players to 
be inducted!

She was an amazing mom, and many 
considered her their “second mom.” 
Above all, the most important thing in 
her life was family. She cherished fami-
ly time and has left us with many happy 
memories of our times with her.

The lights of her life were her grand-
children, and she treasured her time 
with all of them. To some grandchil-
dren, she was Mimi, and to some she 
was Noni, but each one held a special 
place in her heart and received a silly 
nickname from her.

She is survived by her devoted hus-
band Ray Laro, twin daughters Kara-

Lee Bean (Jim) and Tiff any Hodges 
(Chris), brother Moe Ford, sister Mau-
rine Calder, grandchildren Kyle Hodg-
es, (fi ancé Claire), Drew Hodges, Seth 
Bean (Maddy), Chandler Bean, Tyler 
Denney, Charlotte Denney, Cole Dick-
enson, Darby Laro, Chase Laro, Macie 
Kendrigan, Jada Kendrigan, Danielle 
Laro, and Hailey Laro. She is also sur-
vived by several adored nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

Calling hours, with a time for shar-
ing memories and remarks, were held on 
January 15 at Chadwick Funeral Home 
in New London. Graveside services will 
be held in the spring in Eastman Cem-
etery, Sunapee.

The family would like to thank the 
staff  at Lakes Region Visiting Nurse 
Association, especially Jenn, for their 

compassionate care that was such a 
comfort to all of us.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial dona-
tions can be made to Lakes Region Vis-
iting Nurse Association, 187 Wauke-
wan Street, Meredith NH 03253.

M  “M ” O. 
C , 101, of Manchester 

died on January 10, 2022, after a period 
of declining health. She was a lifelong 
resident of the city.

Born in Manchester on April 29, 1920, 
she was the 
daughter of 
the late Edgar 
and Eva (Gos-
selin) Roy.

She at-
tended and 
g r a d u a t e d 
from lo-
cal paro-
chial schools 
and was a longtime parishioner of St. 
George’s Parish.

Mrs. Croteau was employed for 
many years in downtown Manchester 

as a choicest saleswoman at Pariseau’s 
Women’s Clothing and Apparel and for 
an extended period at Lady Grace until 
her retirement.

She enjoyed skiing, skating, pic-
nics, antiquing, fl ea markets, garden-
ing, shopping, and activities with her 
daughters.

Marci had a love for life and strong 
devotion to her family. Her magnetic 
personality captured young and old, and 
she will be remembered for her kindness 
and compassion and abundant sense of 
humor. She will be deeply missed by 
family, friends, and neighbors.

Members of her family include her 
four adult children: Robert Croteau of 
Litchfi eld, Charlotte Eddinger of Goff s-
town, and Richard Croteau of Andover; 
her three grandchildren: Jonathan Ed-

dinger, MD, of Amherst; Jennifer (Ed-
dinger) Maklan of Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee; and Michael Croteau, attorney, 
of Litchfi eld; one great grandchild: 
Jackson Eddinger of Amherst; and her 
beloved daughter, Michele Croteau, 
who cared for her for 16 years until the 
time of her death. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Roland J. Croteau.

A memorial gathering will be held 
on Friday, January 21, from 10 to 11 
AM at St. Catherine Church, Hemlock 
Street, in Manchester. A memorial ser-
vice will follow at 11 AM in the church. 
Committal prayers and interment will 
follow at Mount Calvary Cemetery in 
Manchester.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association 
local chapter in Bedford.

Much gratitude goes out to Amedy-
sis Hospice of Bedford and to former 
caregivers.

Phaneuf Funeral Homes and Crema-
torium assisted the family with arrange-
ments. To view an online memorial, leave 
a message of condolence, or for more in-
formation, please visit Phaneuf.net. 

Obituaries  from page 27

In Memory
If you’d like to honor the memory of a friend or loved one 

with a donation to The Andover Beacon, we will print a simple 
list of all such donations in the February 2023 issue. For de-
tails, visit AndoverBeacon.com/InMemory; or just mail a check to 
PO Box 149, Andover NH 03216.

82 Newport Rd. • New London, NH 03257
603-526-2233 • 8OO-615-262O
ColonialPharmacy.com
Open Monday thru Friday 8 am - 8 pm  
Saturday 8 am - 6 pm;  Sunday 8 am -3 pm

Always helpful Pharmacists!

Colonial
PHARMACY

NEW 
SUNDAY

STORE HOURS
8 am-3 pm

In Support of 
The Andover Beacon

Funeral Directors
Scott W. Davis

Brian D. Constant
SmartFuneralHome.com

S  S  
M  HM  H

Your Local Independent 
Insurance Agent

Tel. 603 286-8944

288 Main St.

Tilton, NH 03276

GaleIns@metrocast.net
GaleAgency.com

At Your Paws Pet Services
Pet and Farm Sitter • Dog Walker
 Over 17 years experience

Kim Pease
603 848-8468 www.atyourpaws.com



The Andover Beacon • February 2022 • Page 29

603 735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

This Page Sponsored by IMAGINATION INNIMAGINATION INN

greater “normalcy” this coming spring, 
as we did at the end of last year.
Academic Improvement

So far this school year, we have made 
considerable gains on various academic 
improvement initiatives. This progress 
is due to the professional collaboration 
and commitment of our teachers, the 
skillful support of our curriculum ad-
visers, and the dedication of our student 
support services personnel.

We have begun implementation of 
a new and highly acclaimed math pro-
gram for all of our students and have 
also expanded exciting and meaningful 
new programs in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM). We 
have transformed our school library 
into a modern and dynamic Library 
Learning Commons which hosts class-
es regularly and serves as a learning 
resource for our students from kinder-
garten to grade 8.

In many ways, AE/MS has a new 
look, but it still feels like home.
Enrichment Programs Are Back

Perhaps more exciting for our stu-
dents, we have been able to launch a 
number of student activity and enrich-
ment programs that have brought even 
more enthusiasm, engagement, and joy 
back to student life at AE/MS each day.

For student activities, we have con-
cluded a fall sports season during which 
we fi elded interscholastic soccer and 
cross country teams and are currently 
in the midst of a winter basketball sea-
son during which we are fi elding both 
girls and boys basketball teams.

Our Andover Players were able to 
cap the fall with a series of amazing per-

formances of The Wizard of Oz in mid-
December. This production included al-
most 50 students in its cast and crew.

To provide additional enrichment 
opportunities for our grade six through 
eight students, our school’s Special-
ist Team (Art, Music, Physical Educa-
tion, Technology, Learning Commons, 
Guidance) have developed a program 
of special courses and clubs for our 
students to participate in during their 
lunch and recess block, and the kids 
just love these dynamic opportunities 
to learn new things with students they 
do not see often in the normal course of 
their studies here at AE/MS.

Additionally this mid-winter, most 
of our students participate in either 
the Andover Recreation Committee’s 
Ragged Mountain Ski Program or the 
Proctor Academy Skating Program on 
Friday afternoons – our students look 
forward to these exciting experiences 
all week long!

Increasingly over the fi rst half of 
this school year, AE/MS has returned 
to much of what it had been before the 
pandemic. We’re back on our feet and 
moving forward briskly. We have high 
aspirations for what our school will be 
in the time ahead and have every ex-
pectation of attaining rigorous goals 
set for high academic achievement and 
outstanding student citizenship.

At AE/MS we continue to nurture 
the development of “The Whole Child,” 
off ering a well-rounded education to 
every student and preparing the chil-
dren of Andover for a lifetime of suc-
cess and happiness in the years to come. 
Thank you for your ongoing support of 
our amazing students and their remark-
able school. 

AE/MS  from page 32 EAVP Summer Camp Registration 
is Open through March 1

provide transportation.
Enrollment deadline is Tuesday, 

March 1.
Schedule

Camp will run from Monday, June 
27 through Friday, August 
19. Camp will be closed on 
Friday, July 1 and Monday, 
July 4.

Half day camp runs 
from 7:30 AM to noon. 
Full day camp runs from 
7:30 AM to 5 PM.

For registration or in-
formation, contact EAVP@

tds.net, call 603 735-5105, visit EAVPkids.
org, or fi nd us on Facebook. 

For children 
three to seven years old
Press release

Summer program registration for 
East Andover Village Pre-
school camp is here!

Camp will be separate 
from our regular school 
year program and based 
on enrollment and staff -
ing. Camp is off ered for 
all children between the 
ages of three and seven 
years.

Daily water play will be off ered. Field 
trips will be planned based on ability to 

Tuesday, February 15, 
from 6 to 7 PM
Press release

Girl Scouts follow their own convic-
tions, take the lead in their own stories, 
and explore all the extraordinary things 
they’re capable of. Girl Scouts of the 
Green and White Mountains invites 
you to an information night as a free 
and fun way for girls and their fami-
lies to get to know Girl Scouts. Bring a 
friend or make a new one!

The event is planned for girls in 
kindergarten through third grade in 
Andover and the surrounding area on 
Tuesday, February 15, from 6 to 7 PM, 

at Andover Elementary/Middle School. 
Older girls are also welcome to fi nd out 
more about Girl Scouts.

Parents and caregivers are invited to 
participate. RSVP to 888 474-9686 or 
CustomerCare@GirlScoutsGWM.org. Walk-
ins are also welcome.

With programs in the outdoors; en-
trepreneurship; science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM); and 
life skills, girls have the space and 
support they need to grow so they can 
see themselves how we’ve always seen 
them: Bright. Perceptive. Powerful. 
Be yourself with us. Join Girl Scouts. 
Visit GirlScoutsGWM.org to learn more.

Girl Scouts Hold 
Information Night at AE/MS

We are 
th ankful & 
humbled by 
your contin-
ued s upport!

Hours
Mon & Tue • Closed

Wed & Thu • 11 AM–8 PM

Fri & Sat • 11 AM–9 PM

Sun • 11 AM–8 PM

Easy Wind
Property Maintenance, LLC

Snow Plowing • Sanding
Roof Shoveling • Etc.

603 748-9424
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Proctor Academy launched a new Winter Ocean Classroom program that 
pairs Proctor students with nine students from the MET School, a charter 
school in Providence, Rhode Island, aboard the schooner Harvey Gamage. 
Andover’s Lily Menard ’22 is taking part in this program. 
 Photo: Proctor Academy

Proctor Launches Winter Ocean 
Classroom from South Carolina

Nine-week adventure 
from Charleston to Mobile
Scott Allenby, Proctor Academy

Proctor’s Winter 2022 Ocean Class-
room program, aboard the Harvey 
Gamage in partnership with Sailing 
Ships Maine, launched this month from 
Charleston, South Carolina. The nine-
week journey will fi nish on Tuesday, 
March 8 in Mobile, Alabama as students 
from both Proctor and the MET High 
School and Big Picture Learning, both 
of Providence, Rhode Island, explore 
the historic roots of these two southern 
ports, and the open waters in between.

The 2022 winter program will in-
clude a focus on the history of involun-
tary servitude, inequality, and racism 
in America while helping students to 
understand how powerful proximity 
between student experiences and the 
complex issues of justice, equality, di-
versity, and inclusion expand world-

views and create a desire to engage in 
the real issues facing our world.

In addition to 14 Proctor students, 
Winter Ocean Classroom has devel-
oped a partnership with the MET High 
School and Big Picture Learning of 
Providence. The 23 students, an inten-
tionally diverse community, are joined 
by a crew of 10 educators from Harvey 
Gamage to deliver the curriculum.

The history curriculum, Hope and 
Heritage, Freedom and Resistance, Mi-
gration and the Sea: An Exploration of 
Civil Rights and the African Diaspora at 
Sea will include the book Black Jacks, 
African American Seamen in the Age of 
Sail, by W. Jeff rey Bolster, a book which 
was inspired during one of Bolster’s voy-
ages as captain of the Harvey Gamage.

When the Harvey Gamage arrives 
in Mobile, the crew plans to meet with 
members of the Africatown communi-
ty founded by descendants of the slave 

See Ocean  on page 31

Preschoolers enjoyed the views while our driveway was getting a much-need-
ed makeover. We watched all the construction vehicles while they worked 
right from our window. Thank you to Andover Community Church for making 
this happen. Standing at the window are: fi rst child wishes to not be named, 
Owen, Lauralei, Jolene, and Briar.  Caption and photo: Stephanie D’Amour

Press release
Happy New Year from East Andover 

Village Preschool! Some of our favorite 
learning experiences from 2021 includ-
ed our enthusiasm to explore nature, 
coming together during circle time for 
group conversations, and expressing 
our love of the seasons through art.

As we closed out the year, we cel-
ebrated the holidays, learning about 
diff erent customs and traditions. An-
other way we celebrated this year was 
welcoming a new member to our EAVP 
family. Our director, Miss Stephanie, 
greeted baby boy Cashton on Novem-
ber 30, 2021 at 1:38 PM, weighing 7 lbs, 

1 oz and measuring 20 inches long. We 
are so happy for her family and wish 
them the best!

Enrollment is still available for our 
summer program. Camp will be sepa-
rate from our regular school year pro-
gram and based on enrollment and 
staffi  ng, running from June 27 to Au-
gust 19, closed July 1 and July 4.

Camp is off ered for all children be-
tween the ages of three and seven years. 
There will be daily water play, and fi eld 
trips will be planned based on ability 
for transportation. Please reach out to 
EAVP@tds.net for more information or 
enrollment. 

Preschoolers Watch Pavers at Work 
from School Window

Hand Made! • Solid Wood!
• FURNITURE •

Always Below Cost!

GiMpY’s WoRkShOpGiMpY’s WoRkShOp
252 Switch Road, Andover

“Mike’s Hobby Means Savings To You”
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Students have choice of 
clubs or recess
Kasey Schoch, AE/MS teacher

One of the things that was greatly 
missed during the COVID shutdown 
of 2020, as well as during the hybrid 
schooling model that was in place last 
year, were extracurricular activities and 
social events.

Knowing this, and wanting to make 
up for so much lost time, the special-
ist team at AE/MS (Alex Ager, Alex 
Bramley, Matt Orlando, Courtney 
Minnehan, Stephanie Peters, and Lisa 
Lane) have been off ering middle school 
students enrichment clubs during their 
lunch/recess break. “This is giving 
students something to look forward to 
besides recess, and gives us the oppor-
tunity to teach in smaller class sizes,” 
said Courtney Minnehan, AE/MS art 
teacher and enrichment club organizer.

A wide variety of clubs were off ered 

for students to choose from, including 
open art studio, guitar, Dungeons and 
Dragons, volleyball, poetry club, bak-
ing, sewing, and more. Club opportuni-
ties change every six weeks. Each club 
meets once a week for six weeks, so 
students can participate in fi ve clubs in 
a given week or choose the traditional 
recess option.

After the fi rst session wrapped up 
shortly before Thanksgiving, new 
choices were off ered and students that 
had never signed up before were sud-
denly joining the clubs, which shows 
that the excitement and enthusiasm 
their classmates have had for the pro-
gram is rubbing off .

It would seem that this group of 
teachers has struck gold with the stu-
dents this year and has truly inspired 
students to get more involved in 
school activities. That can only lead 
to a more positive, stronger commu-
nity at AE/MS. 

AE/MS Students Eagerly Embrace 
In-School Enrichment Clubspart of the new production.

When asked why it was decided to 
keep The Wizard of Oz as the play rath-
er than starting with something new 
and fresh, Katie Dow replied, “I wanted 
to see the production of The Wizard of 
Oz happen because of all the work that 
went into the set design, building, and 
painting from 2019 and 2020. Mike Wi-
ley built all the sets, and we transitioned 
to having a projection screen with ani-
mated backgrounds. There was a lot of 
initial investment in the fi rst produc-
tion, so the show had to go on!”

With new kids ready and putting in 
time and eff ort, the show would go on! 
The main roles were fi nally cast. Doro-
thy (Bria Trembley), The Scarecrow 
(Ryleigh Perry), The Lion (Ben Simard), 
The Tinman (Amelia Bryant), Glenda 
the Good Witch (Evian Powers), and 
fi nally the Wicked Witch of the West 
(Briley Mudgett) led the many other cast 
members to a fantastic performance.

The entire cast and crew put in a lot 
of time and eff ort to put the show on as 

quickly as possible, hoping that the vi-
rus wouldn’t end up putting things on 
hold once again. With the stage direc-
tion of Katie Dow, music direction of 
Alex Ager, and choreography direction 
by Kyle Tremblay, the play debuted on 
December 17 with a weekend of perfor-
mances that were enjoyed by all.

“It was so exciting to see the stu-
dents perform in front of a live audi-
ence,” added Ms. Dow. “They had three 
shows, and the cast and backstage crew 
just got better each time. There were 
many hours of rehearsals, but it really 
paid off . The play would not have been 
possible without all the hard work of 
staff  members and parents.”

Music Director Alex Ager refl ected 
after the show by saying, “It was incred-
ible to fi nally perform the show. Being 
able to work in person with this year’s 
cast and crew was a wonderful experi-
ence. I got to see the vocal talents of our 
students grow and shine throughout the 
whole rehearsal and performing pro-
cess. The students brought so much en-
ergy and life to their roles and it showed 
in their performances.” 

Oz  from page 32

ship Clotilda, the recently discovered, 
last known slave ship in United States’ 
history. Clotilda made an illegal run to 
Benin, West Africa in 1860 and returned 
that summer with 110 enslaved people.

The long-lost wreck of the Clotilda – 
now physical proof of the crime – was re-
cently discovered at the bottom of the Mo-
bile River. The 23 students will also have 
the opportunity to visit Selma and Mont-
gomery as friends and shipmates and to 
consider deeply the history of our nation.

Proctor Academy Ocean Classroom 
Director Brooks Bicknell ’77 refl ects on 
this evolution of the Ocean Classroom 
program. “It is very exciting that Proc-
tor is expanding its winter off -campus 
experiential learning opportunities by 
off ering a program to our students and 
those from very diff erent backgrounds. 
This mixes adventure, authentic chal-
lenge, hardship, and skill building 
while being immersed in the study of 
our watery planet.

“I am also very excited the program 
will have a strong historical focus that 
delves into not only general maritime his-
tory, but the exploration of the economic 
and historical roots of slavery in America.”

Proctor Head of School Brian Thom-
as adds, “For each of the young people 

involved in this program, they are about 
to embark on a journey of a lifetime 
where they not only have the opportu-
nity to study maritime history and lit-
erature and learn to sail a tall ship, but 
to learn to live alongside others.

“They must be a team and act like a 
team, which means everyone has an im-
portant role to play, and must play that 
role excellently. They must each climb 
out of their bunks in the morning and be-
gin to understand the complexity of not 
only their crew on board, but the com-
plexity of the world in which we live.

“I am excited to see the growth of 
each of the students involved as this 
program gets underway.”

Sailing Ships Maine’s Executive Di-
rector Alex Agnew notes, “Schooner 
Harvey Gamage has educated thou-
sands over its history and we are de-
lighted to be her current custodians. The 
ship is in excellent condition thanks to 
loving owners and hard working crews.

“And this partnership with Proctor, 
MET, and Big Picture Learning would 
make our co-founder Bert Rogers and 
Proctor’s Ocean Classroom Co-Found-
er Dave Pilla smile to see the tradition 
they started continue and evolve with 
now two semester programs operat-
ing to off er at sea experiential learning 
programming.” 

Ocean  from page 30

IImagination magination 
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Program

Quality, aff ordable, hands-on care • Open year round, 7:30 to 5:30
Call Doreen for more information: 603 735-5900

45 North Street, Andover • ImaginationInn@gmail.com

Infant / Toddler Program

Full and Part Time 
Preschool Programs

197 Main Street • NEW LONDON, NH 03257   
(603) 526-4043 • DrDonnaReed.com

AppletreE   opticians

330 Elkins Road, Elkins, NH 03233 • 603 526-6231
www.marshallsgarage.com • marshallsgarage@gmail.com

• ASE Blue Seal Shop with Advanced Level Master Technicians.

• Tire sales, installation, fl at repairs and alignments.

• We’ll match dealer pricing for maintenance services.

• Free local pick-up, delivery and loaner cars available .

• Loyalty program where every 6th oil change is FREE !

• Discounts available incl. Colby-Sawyer, NLH, DHMC & AAA.

Top Shop
Award Winner 

In Celebration!
If you’d like to celebrate an important event in your life 

or the life of a friend or loved one with a donation to the Beacon,
mail it to PO Box 149, Andover or visit AndoverBeacon.com/InCelebration.
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In the spirit of the holiday season, AE/MS students collected toys for a 
Toys for Tots event. Our very own local New Hampshire State Trooper, Erin 

Frost, herself an AE/MS graduate, made her cruiser available to stuff with 
new, unwrapped toys on December 13. 
 Caption and photo: Christine Frost, AE/MS School Nurse

Sixth Grader Ember Morgan Earns 
First Place Award for Peace Poster

Lions Club sponsors 
Peace Poster contest
Ella Rodgers
AE/MS Eighth Grade Student

Andover Elementary/Middle School 
has hosted its annual Peace Poster 
contest for grades six through eight. 
Every year there is a diff erent prompt, 
with this year’s being “How we are all 
connected.” The Andover Lions Club 
sponsored and organized the event, but 

Courtney Minnehan, AE/MS art teach-
er, is credited for working with the stu-
dents during school hours as one of this 
year’s enrichment clubs.

This year’s Peace Poster contest was 
a huge success, and for the second year 
in a row sixth graders were invited to 
enter the contest. Students were asked 
to show people how they feel about the 
idea that the whole world is connected.

The winner of this year’s Peace Post-
er contest was sixth grader Ember Mor-

gan. Her project has already 
been sent to the state contest 
judges for review. Second 
and third place went to Ella 
Rodgers (a two-time second 
place winner in the eighth 
grade) and Victoria Koron 
(seventh grade).

The Peace Poster contest 
was defi nitely something 
AE/MS needed, to show 
people that through the rough 
times there’s still peace and 
hope. All of the posters took 
hours of time to show that we 
still have that. All of the post-
ers were phenomenal, and 
the Peace Poster contest is 
sure to continue as a favorite 
activity for students to par-
ticipate in for years to come.

 

AE/MS Art Teacher Courtney Minnehan pres-
ents sixth grader Ember Morgan with fi rst place 
for her Peace Poster.  Photo: Kasey Schoch

Proctor’s Mountain Classroom program explores the American South-
west. Andover’s Ani McIntyre ’23 (second from right), Phoenix Verite ’23 

(third from right), and Wesley Koziol ’22 (fourth from left) are taking part in 
this winter’s program.  Photo: Proctor Academy

Sixth grader Bria Tremblay, left, performs her spellbinding solo, Over the 
Rainbow, in the long-awaited AE/MS performance of The Wizard of Oz. Later, 
seventh grader Ben Simard as the lion wows the crowd with his song about 
being the king of the forest.  Caption: Kasey Schoch. Photo: Jennifer Bent

The Wizard of Oz Finally Makes 
Its Return to AE/MS

Play had been put on 
hold due to COVID
Aubrey Simard, AE/MS 8th grader 
and 
Kasey Schoch, AE/MS ELA teacher

Two years ago, when COVID-19 
shut down schools, The Wizard of Oz 
was less than two weeks away from 
opening night. Sadly, the perfor-

mance that the cast worked so hard on 
was never able to be presented to the 
community.

Finally, the show did go on! Since 
most of the roles were held by students 
that had moved on to high school, all 
of the parts had to be recast with new 
performers. Students as young as third 
grade were given the opportunity to be 

See Oz  on page 31

At AE/MS, Greater Normalcy 
Despite COVID Challenges

Masks required indoors, 
but no distancing
Dennis Dobe, AE/MS Principal

It has been a very busy and produc-
tive fall and winter here at AE/MS. 
Despite the many challenges and com-
plications presented by the pandemic 
(the greatest of which is the disruption 
caused by COVID-related student and 
staff  absences), I am pleased to an-
nounce that we are doing very well at 
AE/MS. Amazingly, we fi nd ourselves 
half way through the current school 

year, so it is a good time to refl ect on 
our school’s progress since August.

Since the beginning of this school 
year, AE/MS students and staff  must 
wear a mask at all times while indoors 
(no masking requirements outdoors), 
but do not need to maintain physical dis-
tance or maintain cohorts (where kids 
stay in small, separate groups which do 
not interact with others).

This means that school is much more 
“normal” for our students this year. We 
hope that AE/MS will return to even 

See AE/MS  on page 29

#ImInTheBeacon


